
 

Saline and Steelend Community Council 

Notes of Meeting Tuesday 28h September 20210 at 7.30pm in Saline Community Centre 

Present:  David Chisholm (Chair) Marie Crane, Jim Currie, Donald Murdoch, Janet Murdoch, 
Jean Morris, Vince Woodward, Tom Dodds, Muriel Philips, Stewart Millar, Richard Smith Marylla 
Ferguson, Peter Wood, Tom Mitchell 

Apologies:  Cllr K Stewart, Victoria and Tony Hampton-Elliott, Cll R Clelland, Cllr M Manekshaw 

1. Chair’s Introductory Remarks:  

DC welcomed Richard Smith, Tom Mitchell and Peter Wood to their first meeting. 
Vince Woodward was attending his first meeting as a community councillor.                                  
He reflected on the difficulties over the past 18 months but felt that the 
community had held together.                                                                                                                                                                   
A minute’s silence was observed to remember people who had died since the last 
community Council meeting     

2. Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
a) Traffic and Road Safety: Concerns were expressed about speeding traffic on Wet 
Road, Main Street and Oakley Road. While Fife Council’s surveys suggested that this 
was not an issue, it was felt that these had been carried out at a time when volumes 
were low due to covid restrictions. Parked vehicles obstruct views at the Main 
Street/Oakley Road junction, with a danger of being hit by speeding vehicles on Main 
Street.  It was agreed that Transportation be contacted again to examine the 
problems again                                                                                                              
b) Action Plan Review: The plan has been completed and distributed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
c) The Glebe: It was noted that the developer continued to ignore planning 
conditions. Residents felt that Planning was turning a blind eye                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
d) Community Pharmacy/Community Centre: A decision on the pharmacy is awaited 
from NHS Fife.                                                                                                                                                   
e) Saline to Oakley Path/Comrie Colliery Site: Meetings have been held with West 
Fife Woodlands but progress has been stalled due to covid. WFW have obtained a 
bridge to cross the burn but negotiations are still ongoing with Land and Forestry 
Scotland re maintenance.                                                                                                                                                            
The Comrie site has now been sold. The new owners have informally indicated that 
the previous owners’ willingness to transfer land to enable the path to be created 
will be honoured. There is also other land that might be suitable for community use 
that could be transferred. A meeting with the new owners has been arranged, to be 
attended by DC and DM for the community council and MC as a trustee of the 
Comrie Colliery Environmental Fund. It was agreed that the owners be pressed to 
hold a public consultation on how the site could best be developed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
f) Vacant Site on Main Street: DC indicated that PW had responded to a Bulletin 
request for a volunteer to help progress this project. PW has experience in this type 
of work. He has made an initial contact with Fife Council. If progress is made, the 
next stage will be to prepare a business plan.  The head teacher and PTA are 
enthusiastic and children are preparing ideas on how the site could be developed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
g) Council Garages: PW will become involved in taking this forward 



 

3. Main Discussion Items                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
a) Reflections on how the community had coped/is coping with the pandemic:  A 
positive aspect is that many people have been helping people with shopping, 
prescriptions etc. Newcomers felt that the area was a good one to live in but that 
there was a need to reduce reliance on Oakley for shopping. People without access 
to cars were particularly disadvantaged. Saline Golf Club, Steelend Club and Saline 
Church were seen as assets and that the potential for more social events like the 
fireworks night should be investigated. There is a specific need for liaison on events 
to avoid duplication. It was noted that the updated web site enables events to be 
better publicised and that organisations would have their own sections                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
b) Future of the Community Bulletin: The Bulletin has grown from a single A4 sheet 
to  3 sheets which has resulted in costs increasing to around £300 per issue. While 
there is a strong desire to maintain the paper copies, sponsorship from some 
businesses and funds remaining, there is a need to raise funds if publication is to be 
continued beyond  2022 

4. Reports                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
a) Secretary: Cllrs Clelland and Manekshaw were contacted following complaints 
about access to Saline cemetery. A series of steps prevents wheelchair users from 
accessing West Road directly while the access road was badly potholed at the 
cemetery entrance. The councillors contacted the appropriate officials and 
investigations were to take place. As yet, there has been no response.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The possibility of Saline Environment Group dealing with overgrown planting at the 
Oaklea/Upper Kinneddar junctions with Main Street, and the Saline Glen entrance 
was discussed with RS. These areas were subsequently improved by Susan Smith, 
which has addressed complaints, and her work was appreciated by those attending 
the meeting.                            The Coalfield Communities Regeneration Trust has 
established a team to carry out “minor” environmental works in the West Fife 
villages. A meeting with the project manager was held to look at sites in Saline and 
Steelend that would benefit from work. In addition, the team’s availability was 
advertised on Facebook and by contacting individual organisations. The team has 
subsequently provided planters in Saline and Steelend, and has carried out weeding 
and litter picking in both villages.                                                                                       
Cllr Manekshaw advised that Fife Council was about to fill grit bins and he asked 
whether some bids should be relocated before filling. This request was advertised on 
Facebook with details on the web site. A need  for bins at Rev Downie Wynd and the 
Allanwater estate has been suggested.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
b) Treasurer: The 2020/21 accounts have been audited and application for the 
2021/22 grant submitted. The grant has now been paid and the balance currently 
currently available for community council use is £1217.96                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
c)Police: Reports are made available on the CC web site 

5. AOCB                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
a) community defibrillator : DC described the history of the acquisition of the 
defibrillators at Saline Golf Club and the funded by the Blair House Trust. 
Maintenance is now required but it is unclear who is responsible. A volunteer has 
agreed to monitor the device but responsibility for costs has still to be agreed. The 
defibrillator is avital piece of equipment and, as it was originally bought with a grant 



 

from the Blair House Trust, it was felt appropriate to spend some of the funds 
transferred to the Community Development Trust on the wind up of the Trust. The 
Development Trust holds this money on behalf of the community council. It was 
agreed that the Community Development Trust be asked to fund the first year’s 
maintenance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
b) Request for Grant: Steelend Gala Committee submitted a request for a donation 
towards their children’s Halloween and Christmas parties.  Covid had prevented 
normal fund-raising activities.  It was noted that these events were attended by 
children from within the whole community council area and that a donation was 
appropriate. £150 was agreed    

6. Date of Next Meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
October 26th at 7.30pm in Saline Community Centre. This will also be the AGM. All 
welcome        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


