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Happy New Year!  After what feels 

like seventeen Mondays we are almost 

at the end of January now, and what 

a busy month it has been. 

Omicron (I can barely bring myself to 

type COVID) has hit us all really hard 

over the past few weeks, and your 

local police have been no exception. 

We have experienced very high rates 

of sickness absence, and while most 

have fortunately escaped significant 

illness, we are very aware that the 

same cannot be said of everybody, so 

we would ask that everybody remains 

vigilant and follows guidance to keep 

everybody safe. 

Of course everyday life continues, and 

there has been plenty going on to 

keep our reduced workforce busy! 

This month, as well as sharing some 

local news about what we have been 

doing, we will share some advice 

about Internet Safety, introduce the 

role of the acting sergeant, highlight 

the vital role local officers have in 

Firearms Licensing, and celebrate 

our Cop(s) of the Month. 

As ever we welcome your feedback 

in terms of the content of your news-

letter and anything specific that you 

would like us to cover. 

If you would like to be added to the 

distribution list please email 

RosythCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk. 

South West Fife Police 

Community Newsletter 

Foreword 

Your Area 

Our staff are deployed by 

wards, and for simplicity 

we may refer to these occa-

sionally. 

Ward 1:  West Fife & 

Coastal Villages (includes 

Newmills, Culross, 

Cairneyhill, Torryburn, 

Low Valleyfield, Oakley, 

High Valleyfield, Blairhall, 

Kincardine, Carnock, 

Gowkhall and Saline). 

Ward 5: Rosyth (also in-

cludes Pattiesmuir, Lime-

kilns, Charlestown and 

Crombie) 

Ward 6: Inverkeithing & 

Dalgety Bay (also includes 

North Queensferry, Hillend 

& Aberdour 



Cop(s) of the Month 
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PC Kay Parter is a young officer still within her probation who has an infectious personality amongst her team mates.  

She loves nothing more than being out on patrol with a pack of snacks and some tunes to get her through the backshifts.  

As an officer, her finest attribute is the empathy and understanding she shows towards members of the public.  For an 

officer of her age and with only two years’ experience in policing, she is  exceeding the expectations of her line managers. 

PC Cammy “Admin” Laird has completed just over three years police service, all within response policing.  In September 

2021, PC Laird successfully completed his Specially Trained Officer specialism as part of Police Scotland’s drive to have 

an additional 1500 Taser trained officers by 2024.  The ‘night owl’ of the team, PC Laird likes nothing better than policing 

at the weekends, mainly because he’s saving money instead of spending it!  As an officer, PC Laird is the first to assist 

any colleagues throughout the West Fife area, priding himself on being able to bring about calmness and control to any 

volatile situation. 

Throughout the festive and New Year period, both officers, whilst responding to major incidents performed their roles 

professionally and with the utmost resilience in sometimes challenging conditions. 

On the 4th December, whilst assisting our Dunfermline colleagues and responding to an armed Robbery, PC Parter carried 

out thorough enquiry with passing members of the public enabling the identification of the perpetrator’s address. This in 

turn allowed PC Laird and other officers to tactically locate and, whilst utilising recent training, arrest the suspect safely 

and without injury or threat to any other members of the public or officers present. 

On the 26th December, two vehicles were involved in a serious head-on road traffic collision locally.  This resulted in a 

number of passengers being trapped within a vehicle and requiring urgent medical assistance. PCs Parter and Laird were 

first to arrive at the collision, initially co-ordinating the scene and passing vital updates to other officers and supervisors.  

They quickly secured the roadways, reassured casualties involved, and assisted the other emergency services in safely 

extracting all casualties from the scene.   Their calm heads and compassion contributed largely to a positive outcome for 

those involved. 

On the 27th December, PCs Parter and Laird were called to a disturbance at Blairhall where a member of the public had 

sustained potential serious injuries. Calmly utilising first responder’s medical training, they ensured the welfare of the 

victim until paramedics arrived on scene, thereafter securing the scene and accounts of the incident itself. A first class 

handover was then passed to officers from the area Crime Management team before returning to other duties. 

In the early hours of the 30th December,  following a relentless set of shifts, PCs Parter and Laird responded to the report 

of a vulnerable person missing from the Rosyth area. Using empathy and building a rapport with the female in question, 

PC Laird was able to direct PC Parter to her exact location at a beach near to Cramond, Edinburgh.  She was traced safe 

and well and received the care that she required. 

The above incidents are examples of the daily jobs attended to by Kay, Cammy and their colleagues, and their attitude 

and performance during a challenging time exemplifies what we should all expect of our local officers.  Well done Kay and 

Cammy! 

The festive period in policing can be challenging. Party season sees an 

increase rise in alcohol consumption and associated disorder.  Some 

drivers make poor choices at a time when taxis are at a premium.  

Weather worsens, and this along with societal expectations often 

leads to individual vulnerabilities becoming more prominent.  

Additionally, the festive period of 2021/2022 saw response officers 

manage heavy workloads due to challenging resourcing levels across 

the Kingdom.  During periods such as these, the cream rises to the 

top, and some of our officers have excelled in consistently delivering a 

service despite the challenges faced. 

Two such officers who deserve recognition for their efforts in recent 

weeks are PCs Kay Parter and Cameron Laird of Group 5 Response 

Policing, and after a nomination made by  sergeant Gordon Stanford 

and supported by Inspector Rogers, they are jointly named as Cop(s) 

of the Month. 



Local News 
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Overnight between 5th and 6th January a defibrillator sighted at Hillend 

Road, Inverkeithing was removed from its cabinet and discarded a short 

distance away. Damage was caused to the cabinet, with the defibrillator also 

sustaining cosmetic damage.  

This understandably caused some concern in the community, and we were 

determined to hold the person responsible for interfering with this critical 

lifesaving equipment to account. 

PCs Richard Duncan and Hollie Higgins made enquiries into the matter, 

and due to the positive rapport they have developed with local young people, 

a 16 year old male was traced and charged with the offence of Culpable and 

Reckless Conduct. 

After thorough checks the defibrillator was  operational within a few days.  

After a number of reports of careless driving and antisocial behaviour at Inverkeithing Park & Ride, 

Richard and Hollie liaised with Fife Road Policing officers, with additional patrols carried out in the 

area.  On 18th January officers caught up with a group using the car park as their own private race-

track/ playpark, and they issued Antisocial Behaviour warning notices to two drivers, as well as 

identifying other miscellaneous offences.  

This followed a night of action in Rosyth on 14th January when Road Policing officers stopped 59 

vehicles, charging drivers with having no insurance, no licence, no MOT, no seatbelt, and various 

tickets and warnings for miscellaneous offences and minor faults.   On the way back to HQ they 

caught a driver speeding at 94mph!   

Throughout January, several drivers in South West Fife have also been arrested for drink and drug 

driving.  We will continue to take action against irresponsible drivers who pose a danger to everyone 

on our roads. 

#keepingpeoplesafe 

On 26th January Richard spent a while babysitting a fallen tree 

in the road at Steelend.  When he next went to log on he found 

he had come in for some stick on Twitter, inexplicably copping 

the blame for placing the tree there and causing the road to be 

closed.  I mean come on, we wooden do that! 

We didn’t want to leaf Richard out on a limb, so thought we 

would lend him some support. We do sympathise– while it may 

not be a trunk road it is still pretty busy, and everybody needs to 

be someplace quick!  So yes, closing the road may be un-poplar, 

but trees beleaf us, we don’t want to inconvenience you.   We are 

a bit stumped as to what else we could have done apart from 

close the road?  We know that on social media often your bark is 

worse than your bite, but please root for your local police! 

#absolutelyconkers 

The team are currently working on some new ideas which we hope to be able to share with you over coming 

months.  Simon and Louis are looking to being you Cuppa With Cops, where we will look to schedule a chance to 

catch up with anybody who is interested out in the community. 

We are also going to be spending some time with young people in local schools and care establishments to deliver 

some of our key messages in a relevant way.  More next month... 

Watch This Space... 
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Information Sought 

In recent weeks there has been an increase in reports of 

antisocial behaviour in and around the Queensferry Road, 

Park Road and Park Lea areas of Rosyth.  Groups of 

young people have been described as congregating in the 

areas and becoming involved in acts of vandalism.   

There have been a number of vandalisms recorded to 

parked vehicles, houses, and damage caused to a fence at 

Park Road Primary School. 

PCs McGuire and Large will be stepping up patrols in the 

area, along with other local officers. 

If you have any information in relation to the groups 

gathering or any specific offences, please contact police by 

calling 101 or email RosythCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk. 

Overnight between 17th and 18th January further 

vandalisms were carried out at Aberdour Castle.  It 

also appears that an attempt was made to enter a 

secure part of the building.  

This historic site was targeted through the spring/ 

summer of 2021 and this is understandably the 

cause of significant displeasure among local police 

officers and the wider community. 

We are following a positive line of enquiry, however 

we would appeal for anybody who witnessed people 

in the area at the relevant time to get in touch, 

Similarly, if you see any groups in the area who 

appear up to no good, please contact us via 101. 

Richard and Hollie patrol the site frequently, but we 

will gratefully accept  whatever assistance we can 

get. 

About 2350 hours on Wednesday 19th January a 

break in is believed to have occurred to a garage at 16 

Lindsays Wynd, Oakley. 

A Sur-ron electric motorcycle vrm SG71GVM 

(pictured left) was stolen from the garage and its 

whereabouts are currently not known. 

The owner of the motorcycle had advertised it for sale 

on Facebook Marketplace on the afternoon of 19th 

January, and it appears that there has been a link 

between the advert and the theft. 

A white car is believed to have been driving around in 

the area from 1800 hours on 19th January, and a 

white car is known to have been in the area when the 

theft occurred. 

Please check your Ring doorbell footage, and if you 

have recorded anything of note let us know via 101 

asap. 
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Life as an Acting Sergeant 

Succession planning, is an important part of Policing.  It’s vital that we ensure 

that the right people are in the right place, for instance identifying individuals 

for specialist roles such as dog handler, detective etc. 

 

Succession planning for supervisory roles is no different, as career progression 

and retirements means that there is always the hunt for the next supervisor or 

senior officer.  

 

Your very own Simon Large, who works with Louis McGuire covering Rosyth was recently identified (after some 

persistence on his part) to be placed in the acting sergeant backfill pool. 

 

The “acting pool” consists of officers who can step in to the role of a sergeant for the day, to assist with major 

operations locally and nationally, to cover absence, and for any other operational needs that arise for which a 

supervisor is needed on a temporary basis.  This affords a development opportunity for the individual in the 

“acting pool” to gain valuable experience before pursuing permanent promotion.  Fulfilling part of the role also 

allows the officer to make an informed decision as to whether they wish to pursue promotion.    

 

Being a supervisor in the Police is a high pressure job.  The decisions you make often have an impact on the  

community you serve and the lives of your colleagues.  It is not for everybody.  

 

Prior to joining the police, Simon gained 12 years of management experience in the private sector.  Soon out of 

his two year probationary period, Simon expressed an interest in career progression, becoming a tutor constable 

and imparting his wisdom on new officers arriving in to Fife “fresh out of the packet” from the Scottish Police 

College at Tulliallan. 

 

Before being eligible to be used in the “acting pool” any individual must undertake 12 days training under the 

tutelage of a permanent sergeant. Simon completed this during early January 2022.   Simon undertook six 

shifts shadowing PS Steven Begg in his home station of Dalgety Bay, and then spent the following six shifts in 

Kirkcaldy Police Station to gain a different perspective. 

 

This is what he had to say about the experience:- 

 

 

Firstly, the strangest thing about my shadowing was everybody stopped calling me Simon, and started calling me 

“sarge”.  It took a bit of getting used to!  Obtaining a higher rank for the title isn’t my motivation for wanting to 

progress in the Police Service.  Making a difference in the communities I work in and empowering others to do the 

same is my motivation.  It was still a weird feeling pinning sergeant stripes to my epaulettes though!  

 

 

I enjoyed both stations, and it is very different sitting in the “hot seat” having to make decisions which effect the 

public and other colleagues.  It looks and sounds easier than it is.  

 

 

There are many things to think about as the supervisor and there are many plates to spin.  I don’t think I dropped 

any plates in the 12 days ,and at some stages I had a few on the go!  I could go on about the list of things to think 

about daily but in the main I applied one rule to everything I did.   It sounds very cliché but every time I made a 

decision, I always asked the question “would my Nan be happy with the help my team had just provided to that 

person and the decisions I approved or made?”   If the answer was yes, then job well done. If not, I would reassess 

and find a way of turning that round.  

 

 

After thoroughly enjoying my shadowing experience I look forward to the challenges ahead, but first and foremost 

I very much look forward to getting back out and about in Rosyth!”    
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Firearms Licensing  

Current UK and more recent Scottish legislation provides that any person resident in Scotland, who wishes to 

purchase or possess a firearm must submit themselves to checks made by Police Service of Scotland to ascertain 

their suitability to do so without being a harm to themselves or to any other person.  It is the responsibility of 

Police Scotland to enquire into the applicant and their reasons for desiring firearm ownership to establish that 

they are a fit and proper person to be a certificate holder. 

This can be a time consuming task depending on many factors including the individual applicant, the number 

and type of firearms held and the use of the firearms.   

In 2016 additional legislation regarding Air Weapons was introduced by the Scottish Parliament, considerably 

increasing the number of certificate holders in our communities.  

Police Scotland encourages certificate holders to renew any firearms certificates ‘conterminously’ which means 

that they are valid for the same 5 year period.  This limits enquiry time required by officers and is financially 

much better value for the certificate holder.  Currently, due to the ongoing 5 year cycle of certificate renewal, 

this has become a larger part of the officers working time. 

 

In South West fife a large part of this responsibility lies with local Community Police Officers who, alongside 

their normal duties, perform the role of a Firearms Licensing Enquiry officer (FEO). 

The ultimate role of the FEO is to make diligent enquiries to ensure wherever possible that the risk in respect of 

firearm use is minimised.  This involves conducting background checks, visiting applicants within their home 

addresses, inspecting shooting clubs and firearms dealers and in some instances accepting firearms which are 

surrendered to the police for destruction.  All this is in an attempt to make our communities as safe as possible. 

Should you have any further questions or concerns regarding the licensing of firearms in your community please 

do not hesitate to contact either your Community Police Officer at Dalgety Bay Police Station or the Firearms 

Licensing department at Fife Police Headquarters, Glenrothes. 
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Internet Safety 

The internet is a wonderful tool, and is increasingly relied upon for shopping and managing finances etc.  One area 

that has developed greatly in recent years is the use of the internet to conduct social activities.   

With new developments come new opportunities for criminals to exploit the unwary.  This month we will focus on 

some of the areas where we are experiencing increasing exploitation, specifically around sextortion, online dating  

and romance fraud.  There are many similarities  across these three areas.  We will explain a bit about what they 

mean, how people are caught out, and what you can do to stay safe.  

Romance fraud is common. However, only one in five instances 

of fraud are reported.  Firstly, the offender builds trust with the 

victim. In romance fraud, the victim believes there to be a real 

relationship.  There are many techniques used to gain trust. The 

offender may claim to have the same religious faith or spiritual 

beliefs. They may also show a desire for the victim. 

There are three recognised common types of romance fraud: 

 Foot-in-the door technique.  The perpetrator asks for a 

small sum. They then come up a new crisis which need 

larger sums of money. 

 Face-in-the-door technique. The perpetrator will ask for a 

sum of money so extreme that most would refuse. This is 

followed by a request for a far more modest sum(s). The 

victim then gives them the money. 

 The third is webcam blackmail. (sextortion). 

Sextortion is a type of cyber extortion. It involves the threat of 

having sexual information, images or clips shared. 

This is done to get money from you. It doesn't always matter if 

the images actually exist or not. 

The extortion often takes place when a victim is asked to take 

off their clothes in front of a webcam. They can also be asked to 

perform sexual acts. 

The victim believes this to be a private act but it is not. The 

victim doesn't know that they are being recorded.  

The offender will then threaten the victim. They may demand 

money. They may threaten to share the images or videos on 

social media or share publicly.  

Dating sites and apps are a way for people to meet. Here some 

important things to consider: 

Some dating sites are fake. They can look like real websites but 

are aimed only at stealing people’s identity and bank details. 

Some profiles may also be fake. They try to lure users towards 

them before defrauding them with a ‘hard luck’ story. They often 

try and get money from them. 

Some users pretend to be someone different. They aim to exploit 

the users or their families.  

Meeting someone in person for the first time from online may be 

risky. 
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Internet Safety 

The romance scam tends to follow the pattern below: 

 The victim wants to find an ideal partner 

 The victim then comes across the ideal profile 

 The grooming process 

 The sting (crisis) where the scammer needs money 

 The scam carries on 

 Potential sexual abuse 

 Re-victimisation. 

The tactics used by scammers can include: 

 Economic abuse 

 Creation of fear 

 Isolation (move to messenger app, tell no one) 

 Monopolisation (bombard victim with messages, calls, 

monitoring of social media, sleep deprivation. They're 

only available at night) 

 Degradation (abuse the victim to wear them down, get 

money, Jekyll and Hyde, victim seeks to placate) 

 Psychological destabilisation (pretending money has 

not been sent) 

 Emotional or interpersonal withdrawal (refusing to 

communicate till demands are met) 

 Guilt tripping.  

Here are some tips to not be caught out: 

 Be guarded and aware, giving out too much information will make you vulnerable. 

 Only use reputable sites when online dating 

 If  using video chat apps, be alert to the fact that 'contacts' are not always who they say they are. If you allow a relationship to 

develop be guarded if unusual requests are made of you. 

 If you use online chat rooms looking for a person to chat with be careful. Be careful about any getting into a relationship and 

be particularly wary if you are asked to move to a different chat  platform.  

 Never send money or your bank details to someone you’ve met online regardless of  how convincing a reason they've given. 

Banks do their best to track and recover your payment. However, they aren't responsible if the request is fraudulent. If they 

turn out to be a criminal, it’s highly unlikely you'll get your money back. 

 Scammers will put a lot of detail into their reasons for why they need you to send money, they will try to panic you to send 

money quickly. 

 Be sensible when using the internet.  Only activate your camera when you want to.  Make sure it is ‘off’ at all times when not 

required.  Never allow yourself to be duped into activity you will later regret.  Remember, what goes on the internet stays on 

the internet– forever! 

 If someone threatens you to share money with them, do not pay.  Cut off all contact with any blackmailer. 

 Keep all evidence of the communications you have had, this  needed to help us tackle it 

 If you've been the victim of a scam please report the crime to the police, you will be taken seriously and dealt with in strict 

confidence. 

 

You may make mistakes, have doubts or need support or advice. If so, contact the police or a support agency immediately. 



Keeping People Safe 

Always dial 999 in an emergency. The calls are free from any 

phone.  

An emergency is when: 

 Someone’s life is at risk 

 Someone is injured 

 There is a fire 

 Offenders are nearby 

 Immediate help is needed 

 

101 is the number to contact the police when it’s less urgent than 999.  

The 101 non-emergency number makes it quicker and easier for you to 

contact the police when you don’t need an emergency response, for 

example to: 

 speak to your local police officer 

 report a crime that’s already happened, such as a theft or damage to 

property 

 get crime prevention advice 

 make us aware of any policing issues in your area101 provides one 

easy-to-remember number to contact the police wherever you are in 

Scotland, or elsewhere in the UK. 

 

The 101 non-emergency number is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week.  When you dial 101, the system will determine your location and 

connect you to the service centre covering your area. 

 

In an emergency always dial 999 - when a life is in danger, a crime 

is in progress or a suspect is nearby. 

 

So u t h  We st  F i f e  
C o mmu n i t y  Te a m  

Dalgety Bay Police Station 

Regent’s Way 

Dalgety Bay 

Fife 

KY119UY 

 

Email (Ward 1): WestFifeCoastalVillages-

CPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

Email (Ward 5):  RosythCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 

Email (Ward 6): Inverkeithing-

DalgetyBayCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 

** The above email addresses are not monitored 24/7 and 

should be used for routine contact with your community 

officers.  Please do not report crime via these emails.  ** 

 

https://www.scotland.police.uk/ 

 

Twitter: @policescotland 

Twitter: @SWFifePolice 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/policescotland 

How Should You Contact Us? 

*** If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter 

please email RosythCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk *** 


