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COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS  

Yet another horrible evening of wind and 
rain faced the brave souls setting out for the 
January meeting. While some regulars were 
missing, there was a welcome attendance 
by Kinneddar Park residents. 

Stewart Miller 
David Chisholm opened the meeting by 
reflecting on the life of Stewart Miller who 
tragically died in an accident late last year. 
Stewart had been an active attendee and 
contributor to the Community Council. His 
contributions were always thoughtful and 
positive. He had been an active member of 
Saline Church and had taken on the difficult 
task of raising money to repair the building 
and, latterly, to make a case for at least 
retention of the hall after the Church of 
Scotland announced it would be put up for 
sale. He had assisted most community 
organisations by auditing their accounts, 
including those of the Community Council. 
He refused payment for his work, saying 
that he liked to put something back into a 
community that he valued. He will be much 
missed. 

Roads and Road Safety 
Yet again, this is the main issue affecting this 
community. Cllr Sam Steele reported that 
the speed surveys through Saline and 
Steelend had been completed but 
information was only available for Steelend 
at present. Almost unbelievably, the 
conclusion seems to be that most drivers 
through Steelend stick to the speed limit!! 
This was disputed and it has been suggested 
that the exercise be done again with the 
survey equipment being better 
sited.Kinneddar Park residents continue to  

 

 

raise the issue of speeding through their 
village and highlighted several near misses 
and a good number of local pets being 
killed. This has been an issue for many years 
but Transportation continues to resist taking 
action. It seems that serious injuries or 
fatalities will be required before the matter 
is addressed. 

Water running down Main Street and past 
the entrance to Nether Kinneddar House 
continues to be problematic. It was noted 
that all gulleys on Main Street are currently 
blocked. A big problem is the danger of ice 
as evidenced by a car skidding and hitting a 
lamp post near the golf club with the driver 
suffering a broken leg. At Nether Kinneddar, 
the Community Council feels that water 
needs to be channelled under the road. 

An issue of restricted visibility at the Oakley 
Road junction with Main Street was raised. 
Matters aren’t helped by vehicles parked 
opposite the junction. 

Potholes continue to frustrate locals and Cllr 
Steele was asked to remind Transportation 
that issues in the Upper Kinneddar, Oaklea 
and Eastercraig Gardens area were meant to 
be addressed. The whopper at the 
Craighouse Place/Oakley Road junction has 
finally been filled after many complaints. 
Unfortunately, several vehicles have been 
damaged and owners faced with the ordeal 
of dealing with Fife Council’s insurers. 

Pharmacy 
Lisa Duncan’s application continues to 
progress slowly but is now first in the queue 
for determination. A particular problem for 
the NHS Committee is that the chair of the 
National Appeals Panel required that the 
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application should not be reconsidered by 
the original panel but by a new one with a 
completely different membership. 
Unfortunately, there is a shortage of 
available people able to sit on this 
committee. 

One positive thing from this saga is the 
response to the Community Council’s 
request for people to provide information 
on the pharmacy service currently provided. 
This brought many comments that have 
been passed on.  An interesting 
development nationally is that big chains 
like Boots and Lloyds are promoting the 
importance of community pharmacies and 
the need for more funding. However, it does 
highlight the need for easily accessible local 
provision like Lisa’s. 

Proposed Dog Exercise Area at Kinneddar 
Park 
A planning application for a change of use 
has been submitted by the owners of 
Blairgreen Farm to permit the creation of a 
dog exercise facility on land currently used 
as a paddock for horses.  A number of 
residents from Kinneddar, Park which is 
immediately adjacent to it, attended the 
meeting to express their concerns. These 
include the access arrangements which 
involve relocating the entrance to the farm;  
light pollution after dark from the proposed 
floodlamps; and noise from barking dogs. 
After discussion it was agreed that residents 
should submit individual objections. The 
Community Council recognises the need for 
farmers to diversify but felt that there might 
be better locations for the activity further 
away from where people are living. 

Former Blair House Opencast Site 
The Scottish Mines Restoration Trust has 
completed works and the site has now been 
taken over by Forestry and Land Scotland. 

The Restoration Trust has now completed its 
work nationally and is being wound up. Any 
remaining funds are to be divided up to 
contribute to good community 
environmental projects in the seven areas 
where the Trust has been involved. The 
Community Council Chair and Secretary will 
be meeting representatives of SMRT and FLS 
to establish what might be available. At the 
Community Council meeting, residents 
asked that the possibility of a link into the 
site from Kinneddar Park be considered. This 
would complete a link to Oakley that would 
be useful to the wider community. Given 
that Kinneddar Park suffered most from the 
opencast works, this was considered a 
reasonable request. 

Since the Community Council meeting, it has 
been established that the residual fund is 
around £0.75m and projects  can be within a 
ten mile radius of the site. Saline and 
Steelend Community Development Trust has 
been invited to submit an application on 
behalf of the Community Council for money 
to improve access to the Blairhouse site and 
to construct further paths in the 
surrounding area to provide greater access 
to the countryside for walkers and cyclists. 
This would include the long-spoken-about 
path across the Muirside Estate towards 
Oakley and Blairhall. 

South and West Fife Local Community Plan 
The meeting had the opportunity to review 
the recently-issued Local Community Plan 
for South and West Fife. The plan has five 
priorities: support for people during the 
cost-of-living crisis; employment and 
training; climate change and reductions in 
carbon footprint; affordable housing; and 
quality of life and well-being.  It is pleasing 
that in each of these areas Saline and 
Steelend is promoting measures that assist 
in taking these issues forward. 
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Comrie Colliery Site 
Ironside Farrar has completed an 
Environmental Impact Assessment on behalf 
of the owners who intend to submit an 
application for planning permission for a 
multi-use development on this large site. 
Proposals include a retirement village, 150-
200 new houses, renewable energy park, 
garden centre and industrial uses. The 
document can be inspected on the Planning 
section of Fife Direct (Ref 22/04311/SCR).  
The Community Council sees possible 
benefits to this area, not least good local 
jobs, and will be seeking people’s views on 
the proposals, what benefits should be 
sought if the proposals are supported and 
how local opportunities can be maximised. 

Village Shop 
The new owners, Mohammed and Adiela, 
continue to transform the shop, most 
notably by responding to customers’ 
requests for a new entrance. Importantly, 
they have been responding to suggestions 
for new goods sold in the shop and are now 
offering a delivery service. Additional staff 
have been recruited too. Further 
improvements are planned. 

Steelend Gala 
While it is called ‘Steelend Gala’ and held in 
Steelend, the majority of children attending 
are from Saline, and many adults attending 
fund-raising events are from Saline too. 
Accordingly, the Community Council 
considers that it benefits everyone in our 
community and has agreed to continue to 
make a contribution towards running costs. 
The Gala Committee has worked tirelessly 
for more years than they care to think about 
to ensure a quality event that can be 
enjoyed by everyone. However, they could 
be doing with help with organising the event 
and fund-raising activities. If you can help, 

please contact the committee c/o Steelend 
Club. 

Please also be aware of the benefits of 
Steelend Club and Saline Golf Club 
membership. As a community we benefit 
from them, but they can only survive 
through membership and patronage. 

February Meeting 
This will be on Tuesday 28 February at 
7.30pm in Saline Community Centre. All are 
welcome to attend and have their say. Why 
not give it a try? 

COMMUNITY PANTRY  

Saline and Steelend Fabulous Food Pantry is 
a project initiated by pupils from Saline 
Primary School. They invited members of 
the community who had also been thinking 
about having a Pantry to come along to a 
presentation that they had put together. 

Visits to other local pantries were organised 
and a lot of work behind the scenes has 
taken place to get to the stage where we are 
almost ready to open. 

The Fabulous Food Pantry is for everyone – 
you may have already taken part by 
collecting surplus supermarket food from 
the pop-up table in the main street in Saline. 
An enormous amount of food waste goes to 
landfill every day, and we aim to cut this and 
distribute some of this through the pantry. 

The pantry will be open every Wednesday 
from 12.00 noon to 2.00pm in Saline 
Community Centre. It will cost £4 to come 
and select items, which range from fruit, 
vegetables, dry food such as rice and pasta 
to stock cubes, gravy granules, tins, jars, 
baby food, nappies, wipes, cleaning 
materials, and toilet rolls. There are too 
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many things to list! Look out for updates for 
the opening day. Please give your support. 

SALINE HERITAGE SOCIETY 

All are welcome to our next Speaker Event 
on Wednesday 15 February from 7.00pm in 
the Church Hall. Dr David Caldwell will 
present a talk on Finlaggan – Historic Seat of 
the Lords of the Isles which is located on 
Eileen Mòr, Islay. Dr Caldwell will be our 
guide to this fascinating site. Refreshments 
will be available and you’ll be sure to receive 
a warm welcome. 

Please visit our website: 
salinedistrictheritagesociety.wordpress.com 
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at 
@salineheritage. 

We are also busy looking for old stones that 
might have stonemason marks on them. 
Should you see anything, please let us know 
via our Facebook page or Twitter, and we 
will send someone out to investigate. 

LIVING WELL LOCALLY 

Some people will remember the article in a 
previous Bulletin that explained the Living 
Well Locally concept – ensuring that as 
many needs as possible are met within a 
community rather than have to travel out. 
Saline and Steelend has been identified by 
Fife Council as an example of a small, 
isolated rural community where this 
approach should be encouraged. The 
establishment of a Community Pharmacy in 
the Community Centre is a good example of 
this. Just recently we have heard of other 
initiatives that might be of value to local 
people. 

Someone is interested in providing an 
occasional foot clinic in Saline. Another local 
person is expecting to be registered as a 

childminder later in the year. Perhaps of 
greatest value is some wanting to provide 
social care locally. 

Some years ago, NHS Fife promoted the idea 
of small groups of qualified carers forming 
‘micro social enterprises’ to provide services 
locally to those eligible to help using the 
self-directed payment mechanism. Perhaps 
there is an opportunity here in Saline and 
Steelend? 

POP-UP SPEED COPS  

Police Scotland are now supporting the 
deployment of cardboard police officers in 
places where speeding is a concern to 
residents. Saline and Steelend will be 
supplied with one (which comes complete 
with a padlock and chain). The previous one 
was stolen but the culprit was captured on 
CCTV. A small group is being formed to 
oversee his deployment and security. 

HORTICULTURAL AND HANDICRAFT 
SOCIETY  

We want to encourage the local community 
to take part in the annual Autumn Show. 
Having missed three years, we’re optimistic 
everyone is keen to get creative! We have 
thought about various ways to support the 
community and new competitors in feeling 
confident with their abilities. First, we have 
committed to submitting tips, tricks and 
helpful reminders that we hope will cut the 
learning curve for some and get more 
people outdoors.   

Our advice this month leading up to March: 
The weather is beginning to warm up 
although we are prone to frost and snow 
here quite late into the season so don’t 
store away your cloches or horticultural 
fleece just yet! It’s the last chance to clear 
up autumn debris; leaving it harbours 
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disease and creates a breeding ground for 
pests. Good practice is to clear it all up and 
add it to your compost heap. Adding mulch 
to bare soil will prevent nutrients leaching 
from the soil and will create a barrier for 
new weeds attempting to establish 
themselves. 

Planting Shrubs: bare-root trees and fruit 
trees are all ready to go. Leaving it much 
later will require heavy watering needs 
through spring and summer. 

Remember to feed the birds. Birds take an 
active role in clearing up pests for us so its 
important to keep their presence in the 
garden all year. 

Finally, for those looking to get ahead, 
pruning can begin, being cautious of frost; 
even a hardy plant will not appreciate 
frozen tips from fresh cuts. Roses, buddleia 
and dogwood will all come back better than 
before focusing its energy into fragrant 
flowers or bright new stems. 

Indoors or outdoors, big or small, gardens 
and green spaces are all created so take the 
time to get to know what is in your garden. 
Identification is key to observing the ever 
changing growing environment. 

KIRKLANDS SNOWDROP WEEKENDS  

Stroll round our two-acre garden awash 
with a carpet of white snowdrops that have 
naturalised over the last 40 years.  They’re 
interspersed with hellebores of green, pink, 
purple, yellow, white and almost black. Walk 
over the blue bridge to the woodland path, 
then stop for a tea or coffee and homemade 
cakes in the marquee.  

Saturday and Sunday 25 and 26 February, 
and 4 and 5 March from 2:00pm to 4:30pm. 
Kirklands, Bridge Street, KY12 9TS.   

Parking is in the centre of the village as 
there is limited parking at Kirklands. 

Entrance is £5.00 which includes a small 
clump of snowdrops to plant in your garden, 
window box or plant pot. Accompanied 
children are free.  If you’re looking for more 
lovely plants for your garden, check out our 
plant sales area.  

Please follow our Facebook page: Kirklands 
Garden, Saline and check our website: 
Kirklandsgarden.co.uk.   

SALINE ENVIRONMENT GROUP  

SEG has had an interesting winter so far! 
Through events such as film screening, tree 
planting, making Christmas decorations, 
Christmas tree recycling and Cosy Kingdom 
presentation, we are building support in the 
village. 

We have some interesting events on the 
horizon. First, a presentation on recycling 
will be in March. In addition, we are 
organising a Saline Orchard Day where we 
hope to improve our local orchard. Other 
short-term plans include a Beaver talk, and a 
litter pick. 

In terms of longer lasting initiatives, SEG is 
part of Saline and Steelend Fabulous Food 
Pantry! Our involvement in this reflects our 
commitment to reduce food waste. We 
have secured funding to run some plant-
based cookery lessons. This is a fabulous 
opportunity to learn some new and fun 
skills. This will take place in March. Also, we 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our very hard working volunteer Susan 
Smith for her amazing commitment to the 
maintenance of the flower bed at Oaklea. 

Our next meetings will take place on Friday 
17 Feb and then Friday 17 March at the Golf 
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Club. New members are welcome at these 
meetings. Please look on our Facebook page 
for our events calendar and for daily posts 
on environmental and climate change news. 
https://www.facebook.com/SalineEnvironm
ent/ 

SUPPORTED BUS SERVICES CONSULTATION  

Residents of South Fife are being asked to 
have their say on the future of supported 
bus services in their area. The consultation is 
now live and will run until Friday 3 March 
2023. In the case of Saline and Steelend, it is 
Route 28 that is under review. Since the 
Number 6 bus was removed it is the only 
service into town serving Upper Steelend 
and Dunduff. The survey can be completed 
online via this link 
https://www.fife.gov.uk/bussurvey.  
Alternatively, paper copies of the survey are 
available at Dunfermline Bus Station or can 
be sent out by calling 03451 555555 Ext 
474410. 

SALINE AND BLAIRINGONE CHURCH  

Sunday morning services in the Church Hall 
continue to be well-attended. If you find 
9.30 am too early, why not come along to 
the Wednesday morning services held on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays in the 
month at 11.30 am (8 and 22 February, 8 
and 22 March).  Alternatively, our services 
are posted on the Saline and Blairingone 
Church Facebook page every Sunday. 

Our newly formed singing group performed 
at the Golf Club and the Christmas service. 
They meet on a Tuesday evening at 7.15pm 
until 8.00pm in the Church Hall and new 
members will be welcome.  

The Friendship Group have been building 
bird boxes, tying scarves, bringing items to 
an antiques roadshow, and having a talk and 

slides on St Kilda. Come along to these 
fortnightly meetings for an afternoon cup of 
tea and entertainment. Dates for your diary 
are 6 and 20 February, 6 and 20 March. 

The service on Sunday 26 February will be 
held in Steelend Club at 9.30am and there 
will be no service in Saline Church Hall that 
morning.  

The World Day of Prayer service is on Friday 
3 March at 7.00pm in Saline Church Hall. 
This is a joint service with Carnock and 
Oakley Parish Churches and Church of the 
Holy Name, Oakley, and everyone is 
welcome. 

Holy Communion is on Sunday 26 March in 
the Church Hall at 9.30am. 

The Craft Group meets every second 
Tuesday from 2.00pm-3.30pm. (14 and 28 
February, 14 and 28 March). 

Tea and Toast is every Wednesday morning 
from 9.00am-10.00 am for parents of school 
children, followed by a coffee morning for 
everyone from 10.00am-12.00 noon.   

Bible Study is every Thursday at 10.30am in 
the Church Hall. 

The Walking Group usually meet at the Bus 
Turning Circle at 9.00am. Future walks are 4 
and 18 February, 4 and 18 March. For 
details, call Peter Philp on 01383 852612. All 
walkers are welcome. 

Anyone wanting to contribute to the 
Dunfermline Foodbank can leave items in 
the church for collection. 

116th FIFE SCOUT GROUP 

During last term, the Beaver Colony held a 
campfire with songs and toasted 
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marshmallows. They also had an art project 
where they made Christmas designs that 
were printed on cards, wrapping paper and 
mugs. For their Builder Badge, the Beavers 
made models using recycled material, based 
on going to the moon. They learned to put 
up tents as part of their Camp Craft award. 
This term so far, they have celebrated the 
Chinese New Year by making lanterns, 
wishes to put on a Chinese wishing tree, and 
sampling Chinese food. At the start of this 
term, nine Beavers moved up to the Cub 
Pack, allowing new members from the 
waiting list to join. This term, they have a 
full and varied programme with completing 
the Scottish Thistle Award, carrying out acts 
of kindness, pancake making, celebrating 
Mums, Easter egg hunt and a special trip to 
Dunfermline Fire Station. 

Last term, the Cub Pack continued their 
safety theme by working on Fire Safety in 
the home and in the hall. They also had a 
joint meeting with the Scouts with a visit 
from Cool Creatures where they were able 
to handle snakes, a meerkat and  various 
other creatures. The Cubs also prepared and 
made a pot of soup. They also had a 
Christmas Craft evening making cards etc. 
Future events (though the programme for 
this term is still to be finalised) include the 
District Cub Safety Competition and the 
possibility of a camp. During last term, 
Caoimhe gained her Chief Scout’s Silver 
Award, she has now moved on to work on 
her Scout Awards. Well done, Caoimhe. 

The Scouts last term held an evening of 
Halloween games and activities. They also 
had activities relating to Remembrance Day 
and what the Scouts did during the War. The 
Scouts did emergency aid with Saline First 
Responders which included burns, bleeding, 
unconsciousness and CPR. They also 
discussed Scouting Values covering the Law 

and Promise as well as uniform. The Scouts 
also learned various circus skills, finishing on 
the last night of term with an evening of 
Christmas games and crafts. This term so far 
they had an evening on the climbing wall at 
the 83rd Hall in Cairneyhill. Other activities 
so far have been preparing for winter 
camping skills including stoves, equipment 
and personal gear. At the end of January 
they took part in the District Brass Monkey 
Camp held on the Nineacres Campsite at 
Crook of Devon. Planned activities so far is 
another fishing trip to Balmule Fishery and 
an activity evening at Fordell Firs. In January, 
Amber was presented with the Chief Scout’s 
Gold Award by the ADC(Scouts). She has 
now moved on to the Explorers and a new 
set of challenges. Congratulations, Amber. 

In November the Group took part in an Act 
of Remembrance at Saline War Memorial. 

Last year, the Scout Christmas Post ran 
smoothly earning the Group some very 
useful funds. Our thanks to all who helped 
and made use of this service. 

It is hoped to be able to organise a 
Group/Family event to celebrate the 
Coronation of King Charles III. 

The last meetings for this term will be 23 
March for Cubs, Scouts & Explorers and 24 
March for Beavers. Meetings will restart on 
20-21 April 2023. 

All Sections meet in Carnock Community 
Centre. 
Beavers: 5¾ to 8 years on Fridays, 5.30pm-
7.00pm (now operating a waiting list) 
Cubs: 8 to 10½ years on Thursdays, 7.00-
8.30pm 
Scouts: 10½ to 14 years on Thursdays, 
7.30pm-9.00pm 
Explorers: 14 to 18 years on Thursdays 7.30-
9.00pm 
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All Sections are open to both girls and boys. 
For more details, please contact Peter Philp 
(GSL) or any of the Section Leaders. 

SALINE PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE  

Here are some of the things the school are 
up to this term. The Nursery has been 
enjoying their newly-built stage and have 
been putting on singing and dancing 
performances, and talent shows.  

The P3/4s and P4/5s went to the V&A in 
Dundee where they learned about what the 
future might look like with plastic pollution 
and how plastic effects aquatic creatures. 
They have been using this learning from 
their visit in their ocean topic in class.  

The Gardening Club run by Mrs Irons have 
been coming up with ideas for what they 
already have in school and ideas for what 
they would like. Next week, they will start 
planting and growing herbs. They will also 
be looking for some plant donations soon. 

Once again, we have the goblin car up and 
running. Our volunteers are assisting them 
with starting this club. They know how to 
change the tires and start the car and they 
have been in the car both with and without 
the power. They are also looking for ideas 
for a new name for the car and they will 
enter the races once they have had more 
experience.  

We have had the pleasure of some lovely 
visitors from St Josephs’s who are part of 
their Reading Rebels group. They gave us 
some amazing ideas for updating our library 
and our reading areas in the classrooms. 

We had an amazing Scottish celebration to 
celebrate Robert Burns Day. All the classes 
and the Nursery had the opportunity to 
showcase their Scottish songs and poems. 

We were accompanied by our 
parents/carers for this wonderful event. 

P7 and P6 have been rehearsing their 
upcoming performance of Cinderella 
Rockerfella. They have been working super 
hard to learn all their lines and songs. P7 are 
also going on their annual residential to 
Ardroy soon. They are all really looking 
forward to it.  

P6 and 7 had a nice visit from Mrs Jackson 
to chat about the upcoming Saline Fabulous 
Food Pantry that they will be involved in 
later this term.   

I am a self-employed electrician based in 
Comrie (the business is ERM Electrical). I 
have over 18 years of experience and I carry 
out all electrical work. I cover all areas in 
Dunfermline and West Fife areas.  

Euan Macleod 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Editor reserves the right to 
refuse, edit or factually correct all 
items submitted for publication. All 
views expressed in this Bulletin are 
purely those of the author of the 
item concerned and are not 
necessarily those of the Editor or of 
the Communications Group as a 
whole. 


