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KEEPING THINGS GOING  

As you will read elsewhere in this Bulletin, 
the Horticultural Society is being revived 
with a view to bringing back an annual show 
in 2023. But there are several other 
‘traditions’ that have disappeared over the 
past five years including Saline Gala and the 
Art and Photography exhibition. The village 
bonfire and firework display disappeared 
from the calendar a while back but returned 
in 2018 as a firework display only. What all 
these groups had in common was the 
commitment of a small group of individuals 
who were determined to make them 
happen. Unless there is an influx of new, 
younger blood, we stand no chance of 
reviving them. Like many other aspects of 
life, people don’t always appreciate what 
they have until its gone. 

The same is true of the Community 
Council. Recent meetings have been poorly 
attended and vacancies for elected 
members remain unfilled. This is especially 
disappointing as we have three new 
councillors on Fife Council who are keen to 
work with us to protect the interests of the 
people of Saline and Steelend. Without the 
leadership of the Community Council, it will 
be difficult respond to the challenges and 
opportunities that are facing us. We need to 
complete the acquisition of the vacant site 
on Main Street for the school to use as an 
outdoor classroom and growing space. We 
must continue to support Lisa Duncan’s 
application to open a pharmacy in the 
Community Centre. It is inevitable that more 
new housing will be built in Saline and 
Steelend and we must ensure that 

 

 

 

 improvements are made to the 
infrastructure and local services before it is 
constructed.   

Your active support is needed to ensure that 
Saline and Steelend remains a thriving and 
attractive place to live. 

David Chisholm 
Chair, Saline and Steelend Community Council 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS 

The April Committee held a minute’s silence 
to reflect on the deaths of Les Elder, Duncan 
Cooper, Peter Ball and Ann Easton. All made 
significant contributions to community life 
and will be sadly missed and our thoughts 
are with their families. 

North Road Playpark 
Many will have been saddened by damage 
to the safety surface around the 
roundabout. The park was created thanks to 
the hard work of the Playpark Group. It is a 
testament of the community’s appreciation 
for all their efforts that this has been the 
first serious damage. Thanks are due to the 
Parks people who reacted quickly and 
repaired the damage. 

Litter 
The Chair, David Chisholm, paid tribute to 
Saline Environment Group, volunteers and 
school pupils who carried out a major litter 
pick and who have been regularly keeping 
our villages tidy. It’s a pity that others can’t 
stop their habit of dropping rubbish. 
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Dog Fouling 
Some dog owners continue to ignore 
requests to clean up after their pets. Apart 
from being disgusting, this is a danger to 
children’s health. It is particularly annoying 
that what seems to be a single individual 
continues to let their dog foul the area in 
front of the school. Pity the janny who has 
to clean up after this individual. Can no-one 
identify this individual and report them to 
Fife Council? 

Councillors 
Cllrs Bobby Clelland, Mino Manekshaw and 
Kate Stewart stood down at the recent 
election and took up issues raised at 
community council meetings. At April’s 
meeting, David Chisholm thanked them for 
their commitment and wished them well for 
the future. 

A consequence of Bobby, Mino and Kate’s 
retirals is that we have three new 
councillors, Graeme Downie, Sam Steele and 
Conner Young. All have attended recent 
meetings and are aware of local issues. One 
important aspect is that they are committed 
to cross party working towards serving the 
community. 

Transportation Issues 
This continues to be the major topic and 
there is frustration with Fife Council’s 
inability or unwillingness to address those 
issues important to people. Pleas for action 
on speeding through both Saline and 
Steelend, and on the B914 have fallen on 
deaf ears, as has parking on Oakley Road 
and the regular chaos that it creates. The 
usual response is that speeding is not a 
problem and that action is not required. 

Complaints continue about potholes, most 
of which have been problematic for some 
time. Most folks are aware of the locations 

on the B914 and the Oakley road, and can 
avoid them if it is not raining and there is 
not another vehicle approaching from the 
opposite direction. Recently, complaints 
have been received about the poor state of 
the end of Oaklea and Eastercraig Gardens. 
This has been reported and a response 
awaited. A common factor in many cases, 
especially Oakley Road, is poor quality 
reinstatement following works by utility 
companies. 

While many are fed up with responses to 
pothole reporting, it is vital that Fife Council 
is made aware of issues. Please report 
potholes via Fife Direct. 

Community Centre Roof 
Most folks are aware that Fife Council 
intends to repair or replace the roof but 
have yet to decide on what will be done, 
when and how long the centre will have to 
be closed. 

Pharmacy 
As mentioned in the last Bulletin, NHS Fife 
rejected Lisa Duncan’s application to open a 
pharmacy in the community centre despite 
community support, health and social 
benefits, and the costs of public transport 
for those without bus passes. Lisa has now 
appealed to the NHS’s National Appeals 
Panel, which the community council 
supports. Our three new councillors are 
aware of this and other health delivery 
issues in the ward and are fully supportive. 

Proposed West Road Housing 
People have asked what has happened since 
the consultation earlier this year. The 
consultants have been contacted and advise 
that they are still compiling their report. 
When it is completed, it will be available on 
the company’s web site. 
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SALINE & BLAIRINGONE PARISH CHURCH  

As a church we continue to try to return to a 
more normal pattern of worship and weekly 
events. 

The hall is now well used throughout the 
week by various groups and the Heritage 
Society is making good use of the old 
Session House. 

We are currently in discussion with Fife 
Presbytery in response to the Mission Plan 
set by the Church of Scotland.  

While we accept their decision that the 
sanctuary is no longer fit for purpose, we 
are making a case to retain the hall for 
worship.  

Numbers attending the Sunday service are 
on the increase and we are now looking at 
ways to encourage families and young 
children to be with us on a Sunday. 

Our recent service held in Steelend was well 
received and we intend to hold another 
service as part of Gala Week. 

The Wednesday coffee morning will 
continue throughout the Summer and on 
the second and fourth Wednesday of each 
month a service will be held in the hall at 
11.30am. 

Anyone who wishes to contribute to the 
Dunfermline Foodbank can leave items in 
the church for collection. 

As ever, you are very welcome to join us on 
a Sunday at 9.30am or to take part in any of 
the events throughout the week. 

 

 

CARNOCK WOODS HUTTING PROJECT  

It’s been a long journey but there will soon 
be family huts in Carnock Woods. A lease 
has been agreed with Forestry and Land 
Scotland which manages the woods. It is 
hoped that a car park will be constructed in 
the near future with some huts going up 
over the summer. They will be modest 
affairs, maximum 30 square metres and off 
grid. 

The twelve hutting families come mainly 
from Glasgow, Edinburgh and the local area. 
They will use the huts at weekends and for 
short breaks. They are planning to support 
local businesses and hope to get to know 
people in the Saline, Steelend and Carnock 
area. They want to stress that local people 
will be able to walk through the woods as 
they do now. 

If you see any of the hutters on site, please 
say hello. A contact email address is being 
set up which can be used to contact the 
group. It will be carnockhutters@gmail.com. 
Meanwhile, messages can be posted on the 
Saline, Steelend & District Community 
Facebook group. 

Huts are popping up all over Scotland, 
supported by Reforesting Scotland and the 
Thousand Huts Campaign 
www.thousandhuts.org. The hutters at 
Carnock Woods are some of the pioneers. It 
is hoped that many more opportunities will 
become available in the future and that huts 
will be affordable for as many people as 
possible. 

STEELEND MINERS’ CLUB  

The Annual General Meeting has been 
arranged for Sunday 12 June at 1.30pm. This 
is the first meeting since before the lock 
downs of 2020 and 2021. It is crucial that as 
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many members as possible attend to discuss 
the future of the club. 

This meeting will be followed by an 
afternoon show with Back 2 Country from 
3.00pm until 5.00pm. Admission is £4 and 
food will be available (burgers and hot 
dogs). Please come along (non-members are 
welcome to come along to the 
entertainment). 

STEELEND GALA COMMITTEE  

This year’s gala is on Saturday 30 July from 
11.30am. Tickets will be on sale shortly at £4 
for children and an adult tea ticket is £3. 

Gala Week starts on Monday 25 July in 
Steelend Club with The Animal Man from 
7.00pm to 8.00pm. 
Wednesday 27 July: Family Quiz evening 
Thursday 28 July: Children's Disco, 6.30pm, 
£1 entry. 

The names for the Gala Party were drawn at 
the Easter Disco and are: 

Queen - Millie Jackson 
Princess - Hannah Anderson 
Page Boy - Hugo Gold 

KIRKLANDS GARDEN  

First, thank you to all those who have visited 
Kirklands Garden this year. We have had a 
very successful year and, on our charity 
opening (22 May) we raised money for 
Scotland Garden’s Scheme and Saline 
Environment Group.  We haven’t finished 
yet! We’re open on 4 and 5 June as part of 
the Visit Scotland and Discover Scottish 
Gardens Spring Festival and yet again on 2 
and 3 July as part of the Summer 
Festival. There will be plants for sale, 
propagated from plants grown in Kirklands 
Garden that grow well in this area. Of 
course, there will be more yummy cakes and 

teas/coffees. Entrance is £5.00, children 
free. 

The gardens are ever-changing and each day 
there’s always something new to see! If you 
can’t make it for one of the open weekend 
Festival days, please drop in any Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday 2.00-4.30pm from now 
until September to view the garden and/or 
check out the plant sales area (though there 
won’t be any yummy cakes!). If you would 
just like to check out our selection of plants 
but not explore the two acres of garden 
please let us know on arrival – thanks. 

Have a look at our website 
www.kirklandsgarden.co.uk or Facebook 
@kirklandsgarden. 

SALINE AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL 
AND HANDCRAFT AMATEUR SOCIETY  

The Horticultural Society was founded in 
1905 to promote growing and showing of 
fruit and vegetables, flowers, produce and 
handcrafts. A show has been held in Saline 
every year up to 2019, except during the 
years of the two world wars. People from 
the area have kept up the tradition of 
growing and showing flowers, vegetables 
and produce, with standards maintained 
and prizes awarded at the annual show by a 
team of judges. However, the numbers of 
entries have been dwindling over recent 
years and during this pandemic the show 
has been cancelled. At a meeting of the 
society convened in May 2022, a conclusion 
was reached that it was time to reconsider 
how the Society functions and there were 
resignations by Committee members, who 
were warmly thanked for their work over 
the years. A new committee is forming and 
looking for interested Society members and 
a treasurer for the Committee.  
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Some thoughts about future activities and 
events include some planting and growing 
around Saline and Steelend, wreaths for 
Christmas 2022, a spring plant sale with 
garden jumble and then a flower, produce 
and handcraft show in 2023. 

Anyone interested in participating in the 
activities of the Society is welcome to 
contact us by email at salinehs@gmail.com. 

BUS CONSULTATION 

Fife Council has launched a consultation on 
the bus network in Fife. This aims to give 
people opportunities to share how they 
think that bus journeys could be made 
better. They are looking at the corridors 
between Kincardine, Dunfermline, 
Glenrothes, Kirkcaldy, Leven, Cupar and St 
Andrews, ie Stagecoach’s express network. 
This will be of interest primarily to local 
people using express services but there 
might be an opportunity for us to argue for 
better connections from Saline or Steelend 
to enable connection without having to 
travel to Dunfermline first. 

The consultation closes on 11 July and 
surveys are available at fife.gov.uk. Hard 
copies are available at Dunfermline Bus 
Station and the Community Council will try 
to get some to make available for others.  

PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING 

This is a process whereby money is made 
available for community groups to bid for 
and where decisions on what should should 
be funded are taken by communities. The 
Playpark Group successfully secured a 
contribution to the North Road playpark. 

Fife Council has now allocated £150,000 for 
community-led projects. Details of the 
scheme are not yet available but this article 

seeks to encourage Saline and Steelend 
groups to start thinking about possible bids. 
Once details are available, the Community 
Council will see that these are passed on. 

FORBES WELSH AND JIMMY SHERRIFF 
COMMEMORATED  

Those of you who include the West Road 
football field and Drumhead on your walks 
around Saline may have noticed two new 
benches under the trees close to the 
cemetery car park. They are the work of 
Gareth Turner, former president of the 
Horticultural Society, who has previously 
provided benches at the Glen entrance and 
other locations around Saline where people 
can sit and enjoy the views! The benches at 
the cemetery have been commissioned by 
the families of two close friends who died 
on successive days back in 1992.  Their 
families have provided the following tribute 
to them. 

Forbes Welsh was born in East Wemyss and 
worked as an electrician in NCB, retiring in 
the 1980s. He married in 1955, had five 
children, and moved to Saline in 1970. He 
was renowned for his banter and hospitality, 
and knew many of the local children from 
taking them on walks about the countryside. 
Our house in Eastercraigs was like a youth 
club when we were growing up. 

James Sherriff was born in 1933 in 
Dunfermline. He was known to all as Jimmy. 
He trained as an architect and married Ann 
Templeman. They had four children Susan, 
Alistair. Alison and Gordon, and moved to 
Greenbraes Cottage at Milton Farm, then to 
Saline General Store. Jimmy loved being a 
father and grandad.  He was good 
humoured and entertaining company. He 
loved plays on words, fly fishing, dogs and 
Robert Burns. 
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The strong connection between the Welsh 
and Sheriff families started in 1976, when 
Jock and Susan started going out. Forbes 
and Jimmy were regular baby-sitters. They 
enjoyed walking their dogs, and an odd 
dram and banter.  

Jimmy developed cancer in mid-1992, dying 
on Christmas Eve that year. Forbes died 
suddenly the following day. They remain 
dear to our hearts and sadly missed by their 
families and friends.  

STEELEND SHOP SITE 

After standing derelict for many years, there 
is now to be a new life for the former 
Steelend shop site. Fife Council has granted 
full planning permission for a house on the 
site. The only condition is that there should 
be two car parking spaces within the 
curtilage of the site. 

116th FIFE SCOUT GROUP 

The Beaver Colony has now reached full 
capacity and we have started a waiting list 
when we hope to have some places 
available after the summer holiday. 
Meanwhile, the Beavers along with the 
other Sections have been putting the ‘OUT’ 
back in ScOUTing by holding a bug hunt 
along the local cycleway, gardening around 
the hall and JOTT (Jamboree On The Trail) at 
Lochore Meadows. Indoor activities have 
included studying aircraft and making fridge 
magnets. Planning is now well underway for 
the Summer Outing to the Museum of 
Scotland and an activity ‘Celebrating Dads’ 
for Father’s Day. 

The Cub Pack held a litter pick along the 
Comrie Burn and a very popular joint fishing 
trip with the Scouts to Balmule Fishery. They 
also took part in JOTT along the Fife Coastal 
Path at Torryburn where the Cubs also 

continued with their photography badge. 
Shortly they hope to complete their 
gardening badge when they collect the 
plants grown from seed that they had 
planted earlier in the year. 

The Scout Troop continued the ‘OUT’ in 
ScOUTing theme with a bivouac night, with 
the Cubs a joint fishing trip, a hike round 
Preston Island. The Scout JOTT was a hike in 
and around exploring Balgownie Woods . 
The Scouts held an Eiger Challenge with a 
visit to the climbing wall at the 83rd Fife hall 
in Cairneyhill. They also took part in the 
Gibb Bugle, the District Camping 
Competition, and considering they were a 
young inexperienced team did very well, 
completing all the tasks they were set. 
Future events to include a target shooting 
activity at Craigluscar, a Wacca Wacca bird 
challenge night and making survival tins. 

On Friday 3 July, the whole Group – Beavers. 
Cubs, Scouts and Leaders along with 
parents, guardians, friends, brothers and 
sisters – will hold a Garden Party in and 
around Carnock Hall to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

The last meeting for this term for all 
Sections will be Thursday/Friday 23/24 June. 
Meetings will resume on Thursday/Friday 
18/19 August, all at the usual times. 

All Sections, Beaver, Cub, Scout and 
Explorer, are open to new members, both 
girls and boys. For more details please 
contact Peter Philp (GSL) or any of the 
Section Leaders. 

All Sections meet in Carnock Community 
Centre. 
Beavers: 5¾ to 8 years on Fridays, 6.00-
7.30pm (now operating a waiting list) 
Cubs: 8 to 10½ years on Thursdays, 6.30-
8.00pm 
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Scouts: 10½ to 14 years on Thursdays, 7.30-
9.00pm 
Explorers: 14 to 18 years on Thursdays, 
7.30-9.00pm  
For more information contact any of the 
Leaders on the appropriate meeting night. 

Peter Philp, Group Scout Leader 
01383 852612, p.philp329@btinternet.com 
116th Fife Scout Group 
Registered Charity Number SC031132 

SHIELDBANK RIDING AND VAULTING CLUB  

Shieldbank Riding & Vaulting Club is looking 
forward to a busy summer season. Lesson 
numbers have increased and so have 
requests from people with special needs. 
There are evening dressage competitions 
planned on Tuesday 14 June, Tuesday 12 
July and Tuesday 9 August with a selection 
of 3 tests available per month for 
competitors to choose from. Furthermore, 
Shieldbank will also hold introductory 
evening show jumping competitions for 
members on Tuesday 28 June, 26 July and 
23 August. In addition, our vaulting team 
will be competing at a national competition 
on Saturday, 25 June at Highfield at Howe.  

Shieldbank has opportunities for volunteers, 
as well as one position for an apprentice. 
New riders (with and without experience) 
are always welcome. Please get in touch 
with Marianne Beasley 
on info@shieldbank.co.uk for more 
information. 

SHIELDBANK COFFEE SHOP  

The weather has been quite mixed, but we 
want to thank you for not letting it put you 
off visiting us at Shieldbank Coffee Shop; we 
will always have a warm welcome for you! 
We have many regulars too and it is always 
so good to see you. 

Everything we do is prepared to order so 
you may have a short wait ... it will be worth 
it! Have you tried our homemade soups? 
There are several to choose from. We have 
bacon & egg rolls, paninis, toasties, 
baguettes, or why not try one of our 
fabulous platters? For the sweeter tooth we 
have caramel shortcake, cheesecakes, carrot 
cake, scones and much more. We bake 
every day so there is always a goodie with 
your name on it. 

Our terrace is now open with some people 
choosing to relax outside on the nice days. 
We are very fortunate with the view we 
have. There are a lot of birds to see too and 
some of them are getting brave in the hope 
anyone leaves crumbs! 

For those of you who don’t know, we are a 
dog-friendly café so you can bring your 
pooch with you on your visit. We can supply 
fresh water for them. 

Free Wi-Fi is available. 

The birthday parties are proving popular, 
and a fun time is being had by all. If you are 
interested, you can email us, and we will 
send the pack out to you. Do you know you 
can arrange to host your event in our café? 
Email us the details of the event you want, 
and we can sort that out with you.  

We can cater for gluten-free, dairy-
intolerant and vegan diets too!  

We look forward to seeing you. If you want 
to book a table, you can reach us 01383 
852621, message us on Facebook or email 
us at team@shieldbankcoffeeshop.com. We 
are open Tuesday 12.00pm until 6.00pm 
and Wednesday to Sunday 10.00am until 
6.00pm. 
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Green Earth Bookkeeping is licenced 
and regulated by AAT under Licence No 
1005567. 
 
Contact 
greenearthbookkeeping@gmail.com or 
07727 099256. 

 

The Editor reserves the right 
to refuse, edit or factually 
correct all items submitted 
for publication. All views 
expressed in this Bulletin are 
purely those of the author of 
the item concerned and are 
not necessarily those of the 
Editor or of the 
Communications Group as a 
whole. 


