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A BIG THANK YOU 
A big thank you to Finn Cairns and his 
team of helpers on making a start on 
clearing up litter around the village. 
Let’s hope it becomes a regular event 
and that others will join in.   

Thanks too to Saline Environment 
Group who have taken on the 
responsibility for looking after the 
planting beds and tubs. Please get in 
touch with them if you would like to 
help. 

Remember, the Community Council 
used the legacy money from the Blair 
House Trust to establish a Community 
Chest to be used for projects that 
benefit the villages. So, if there is 
something you would like to start and 
need tools and equipment feel free to 
apply. 

SALINE ENVIRONMENT GROUP: 
COMMUNITY LITTER PICK 
Make a difference – Give Saline a Spring 
Clean! 

Our village needs your help to look 
cleaner and greener – take part in a 
community litter pick whilst having the 
opportunity to meet friendly people 
from the local area. Full instruction 
including all equipment will be provided 
and it is suitable for all ages. Plus enjoy 
complementary refreshments and a 
chat in Saline Environment Group’s 

 

 

 

 Green Café where your ideas for 
improving our local environment are 
most welcome.  

Saturday 23 April, 10:30am-12:30pm at 
Saline Church Hall 

For further details call 07913 254456  or 
find us on Facebook 
at https://m.facebook.com/SalineEnviro
nment/ . 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT  
After a welcome the Chair, David 
Chisholm, a small but attentive group of 
people at the February meeting heard 
Ronnie Collins from West Fife 
Woodlands explaining the work they 
are involved in to extend the paths 
network across West Fife. The 
pamphlet they have produced has 
greatly increased the number of 
visitors. 

Ronnie also explained the partnership 
with Forests and Land Scotland and 
Saline and Steelend Community 
Development Trust to improve the path 
across the Muirside Estate which 
includes the provision of a sturdy bridge 
across the burn to replace the plank 
and piece of rope that people currently 
use to cross it. The paths leading to the 
new bridge will also be improved. In 
time people in Saline and Steelend will 
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able to walk to Oakley and Blairhall via 
this path. 

Since the meeting Saline and Steelend 
Community Development Trust has 
submitted an application to Fife 
Environment Trust for funding towards 
the cost of this project. 

As always, there was discussion about 
recurring traffic and road safety 
concerns, on this occasion the dangers 
caused by people parking around the 
splays at the junction of Oakley Road 
and Craighouse Place. It was felt that 
Fife Council should be asked to 
introduce double yellow lines at this 
location. 

David reported that Lisa Duncan’s 
application to open a pharmacy in 
Saline would be considered at a virtual 
meeting of the NHS Fife Pharmacies 
Practice Committee (PPC) on Friday 18 
March. The Community Council 
supports the application and is entitled 
to speak at the meeting. The proposal 
has already gained overwhelming 
support from the questionnaire 
distributed by NHS Fife in 2019. David 
explained that support for Lisa’s 
application did not imply criticism of the 
service provided by Dears Pharmacy in 
Oakley. The issues are the difficulties 
that people without access to a car 
have getting to Oakley both for the 
pharmacy and the GP surgery, and the 
value of being able to have face to face 
contact with a health professional 
without having an appointment or 
leaving the village. Obtaining 

prescriptions is a secondary matter. The 
meeting endorsed this position. 

Cllr Manekshaw reported that 
investigations have been carried out 
into the condition of the roof of the 
Community Centre and that major 
repairs, or even replacement of the 
section over the new hall, may be 
necessary. 

Both the Golf Club and Steelend Club 
are considering Platinum Jubilee events 
and it was agreed that each should 
receive £50 from Community Council 
funds. It was also agreed that £300 
should be awarded to Steelend Gala 
Committee for this year’s event which 
welcomes people from Saline too. 

Several people expressed concerns 
about roadside litter and fly tipping on 
some of the roads on the outskirts of 
our community and on the road past 
Blairadam Forest. 

The secretary reported a planning 
application to extend the original 2014 
consent for a 75m high wind turbine 
out along the West Road from 25 years 
to 30. The turbine itself has yet to be 
erected. There had been mention 
previously of the community receiving 
payments from the developer once it is 
operational. 

The March Community Council meeting 
was dominated by discussion about 
NHS Fife PPC’s decision to refuse Lisa 
Duncan’s application to open a 
pharmacy, and the possibility of new 
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housing on West Road. You will find 
articles about both elsewhere in this 
Bulletin. 

THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH IN 
SALINE 
In the last year the Church of Scotland 
has undertaken a review of their 
buildings across Scotland and it is likely 
that an initial decision about the church 
in Saline will be made public in the near 
future. 

Our sanctuary is in poor condition, not 
fit for purpose and we have not used it 
during lockdown. 

Instead, we have invested in the hall 
and this is now a very well-equipped 
and appropriate place for Sunday 
worship and is also used extensively by 
the community during the week. 

While it is likely that the Church of 
Scotland will make a decision to close 
our buildings, we are optimistic that we 
can retain our hall. 

Our congregation is active and forward-
thinking and we believe the Church in 
Saline can continue to flourish under 
our new arrangements. 

Any decision at this point will be the 
subject of consultation and we will keep 
the community up to date with 
progress towards a final decision. 

Please be assured that we will do all we 
can to maintain a place of worship in 
Saline. 

COMMUNITY PHARMACY  
As you may already have seen, NHS 
Fife’s PPC turned down Lisa Duncan’s 
application to open a pharmacy in 
Saline after a hearing lasting almost 
three hours, on the grounds that local 
needs are met by the pharmacy in 
Oakley and that our community does 
not meet their definition of a 
‘neighbourhood’. The decision was 
taken by just three people and the vote 
was one for, one against, with the Chair 
using his casting vote to vote against. It 
is worth noting that the group who took 
the decision had little local knowledge 
and were not representative of our 
community in terms of age and gender. 

We reproduce below an extract from 
the conclusion to the report that 
illustrates their confusion about the 
community the pharmacy will serve. 

Mr Kelly was of the view that there had 
been three different neighbourhoods 
identified by the Applicant, the 
Community Council and the Interested 
Party and that it was the role of the 
Committee to define their own 
understanding of the neighbourhood. It 
was felt that the Applicant had initially 
decided on Saline and Steelend but then 
today, added in the rural areas north of 
Saline. Mr Kelly felt that Saline and 
Steelend were two separate entities 
although the Applicant would not agree 
with this. 

Mr Kelly proposed that the 
neighbourhood was solely the village of 
Saline: to Bluther Burn in the South, 
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Saline Burn to the North, West along 
the 8913 where West Road meets with 
the junction of West Park Gate, and 
East along the B914 to where it meets 
with the B913. He felt that phrases such 
as neighbourhoods, catchment areas 
and Parishes had all been used during 
proceedings which confused the matter. 
His recollection of Lord Nimmo-Smith’s 
ruling was that the neighbourhood is 
the place where the proposed premises 
are located. 

Mrs Mackenzie agreed with this 
interpretation and confirmed that she 
was satisfied that only Saline should be 
considered. Mr Jack also accepted this 
and felt that it squared with the view of 
MN (the MD of Dears Pharmacy). 

Mr Baillie disagreed with this decision 
as he had visited the site and had some 
local knowledge of the area. He spoke 
to a retired postwoman during his site 
visit and she gave him some information 
on how the populations of both Saline 
and Steelend see themselves as one 
entity. Pupils from Steelend went to 
Saline School and newly weds would 
initially live in Steelend until they could 
afford to move back to Saline. His view 
was that the neighbourhood was Saline 
and Steelend and the hinterland. He 
noted that the cases quoted by MN 
referred to England and Northern 
Ireland, so they should be  discounted 
and the Committee should make 
reference only to Lord Nimmo-Smith. 

Mr Jack felt the neighbourhood would 
impact on viability of the proposed 

Pharmacy, thus the reason the 
Applicant had extended it past Saline. 
Although there may be around 3000 
scripts per month from the 
neighbourhood, there was no guarantee 
that the Applicant would get them all. 

Mr Black felt that if the neighbourhood 
was to be only Saline then it invalidated 
many of the responses to the CAR, as 
they came from people who lived out 
with Saline. 

After a long discussion the Committee 
agreed that the neighbourhood was 
more than Saline, and accepted the 
Applicant’s decision that it was both 
Saline and Steelend, bounded by Bluther 
Burn to the South, Saline Burn to the 
North, West along the B913 where West 
Road meets with the junction of West 
Park Gate, but in the East along the 
B914 to the extremity of Steelend. 

With regard to the adequacy of the 
service provided by Dears Pharmacy the 
committee seem to have been unduly 
influenced by the evidence provided by 
their managing director who appears 
unable to accept that the issue is not 
about the service but the difficulty of 
accessing it. He claimed that the bus 
service is perfectly adequate (but did 
not know the bus fare) and did not 
acknowledge that we are looking for a 
facility in Saline that people can walk to 
and have face to face contact with a 
health professional without an 
appointment. He also told the 
committee that Oakley Surgery did not 
support the application. Fortunately we 
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had provided the committee with a 
letter from the surgery that confirmed 
that not only do they support it, they 
recognise it will reduce their workload. 
It was also evident that Dears’ concerns 
are largely financial.  They have 
invested heavily in improvements to 
their Oakley premises and don’t want to 
lose business. It is not the PPC’s role to 
protect private interests in the delivery 
of public services. 

The committee were also dismissive of 
the support demonstrated by their own 
survey stating that it ‘only’ showed 
support from 25% of the population 
and that many of them were from 
outside Saline. 

Thanks must go to the one committee 
member who voted for the proposal, 
Andrew Bailie, whose position is 
recorded as follows: 
Mr Baillie felt the provision to the 
neighbourhood was marginally 
inadequate as there was no direct 
connection between Oakley, and Saline 
and Steelend. He felt it unwise to rely on 
one pharmacy especially in light of all 
the services community pharmacy now 
provides. He remarked that if this 
application was approved, he was not 
convinced that it would take away 25% 
of Dears’ bottom line. He confirmed 
that he would support granting the 
application. 

The thread on Facebook demonstrates 
the disappointment, and in some cases 
anger, that this decision has 
aroused. Both the Community Council 

and Lisa Duncan will be lodging 
appeals. If you would like to receive a 
copy of the full 47 page(!) report or 
want to provide statements of support 
please ring 853168 or email 
david.chisholm47@btinternet.com. 

FORMER STEELEND SHOP  
There has been speculation about the 
future of the derelict, former Steelend 
Shop since the ‘sold’ sign appeared. 
Some people hoped it would be rebuilt 
and once again be a shop serving the 
needs of local people. However, the 
new owner has submitted a planning 
application for change of use to a 
‘dwelling house’. Details can be found 
on the Fife Council planning 
applications website.  The application 
reference is 22/01028/FULL. 

HIGHLAND DANCING  
The Highland Dancers have been 
working really hard in preparation for 
their very first competition which will 
be held locally in Dunfermline and 
organised by the Forth Bridges Festival 
Society. Dancers from all over Scotland 
will come to compete so I would like to 
wish our girls all the very best! 

We are also very excited to put on a 
performance for the Church’s 
Friendship group next week. It will be a 
great chance for the dancers to 
showcase their skills and hard work. 
This will be the first performance we 
will do and we are grateful for the 
opportunity. If anyone else is looking 
for entertainment locally then please do 
not hesitate to get in touch! 
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Our classes are held on Wednesdays 
from 4.00pm in the Church Hall in 
Saline and new starts are always 
welcome. See our Facebook page 
(Emma Macdonald School of Highland 
Dancing) or contact Emma on 07710 
533724 for more information. 

KIRKLANDS SPRING GARDEN FESTIVAL 
Kirklands will be open again as part of 
the Spring Garden Festival sponsored by 
Visit Scotland and Discover Scottish 
Gardens on 23/24 April and 7/8 May 
from 2.00pm to 4.30pm. Entrance is 
£5.00, and children are free when 
accompanied by an adult. 

There will be so much colour in the 
garden: yellows, blues, whites, purples 
and reds. Tulips, daffodils, wood 
anemones, trilliums, Pasque Flowers, 
Snakes Head Fritillaries – the list goes 
on and on. If the weather is good, there 
may be blue poppies too! 

Louisa will provide yummy cakes 
tea/coffee and there will be lots of 
interesting plants for sale. 

If you would like a walk around the 
garden without cakes(!), we are open 
on Fridays/Saturdays/Sundays 2:00pm 
to 4:30pm from 1 April to the end of 
September. You can get tickets via our 
website or pay on arrival via the box on 
the drive.   

Our next charity event, when the 
bluebells and blue poppies will be in full 
bloom and there will be cream teas, is 
on Sunday 22 May when we’re open for 

Scotland’s Garden Scheme which 
supports various charities and our own 
nominated charity, Saline 
Environmental Group. 

Please look at our new website 
www.kirklandsgarden.co.uk on our 
Facebook page: Kirklands House and 
Garden, Tel: 07787 115477 

SALINE & BLAIRINGONE PARISH 
CHURCH  
Sunday Service at Steelend, Caring Cars, 
and the Friendship Group – Just some 
of the things going on in church. 

We plan to hold a Service on in 
Steelend on Sunday 24 April at 9.30am 
and all are invited to join us in the 
Steelend Club. 

We have re-established our Caring Cars 
for those who need transport on a 
Sunday to church or to attend one of 
our planned events during the week. 
Please get in touch with Ali MacCrae on 
850283. 

Our Friendship Group meets every 
second Monday in the Church Hall from 
2.00pm to 3.30pm. 

Recently, there have been some 
interesting speakers, fun quizzes and a 
Craft afternoon. 

On Monday 11 April, there will be a 
Highland Dance display from Emma 
MacDonald’s School of Dancers and on 
Monday 25 there is an outing to the 
Japanese Gardens in Dollar. All are 
welcome to join us. Please get in touch 
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with Ena Stevenson on 852318 or 
Margaret Graham on 738429 for more 
information. 

On Tuesdays, a Craft Group meets each 
fortnight. Contact Janette McNaught on 
852270 for more information. 

On Wednesdays at 9.00am, we 
welcome parents of school children for 
tea and toast after which there is a 
coffee morning at 10.00am. Contact 
Jocelyn Miller 852854. 

Finally, each Thursday there is a Bible 
Study in the Hall at 10.00am. The 
contact is Janette again on 852270. 

You will be made very welcome at any 
or all of these events. 

Please remember that worship takes 
place in Saline Church Hall and you will 
be made most welcome. 

LENT LILIES  
Thank you to the pupils of Saline 
Primary School in P3/4 who got busy 
crafting recently and made bunches of 
wonderful daffodils. The daffodils – also 
known as lent lilies at this time of year – 
have been decorating the church for 
the Easter services and have added a 
lovely splash of colour. We hope the 
children enjoyed making them as much 
as visitors to the church have enjoyed 
seeing them on display.  

Many thanks to all and – Happy Easter! 

 
 

FIFE VOLUNTARY ACTION  
I develop projects for Fife Voluntary 
Action, the Third Sector Interface (TSI) 
in the Fife Council area. We are an 
independent charity that receives 
funding from key public sector agencies 
to ensure the Third Sector is robust, 
resilient and delivers high quality 
services for the people of Fife. 

We support, develop and represent 
community groups, voluntary 
organisations, social enterprises and 
volunteering. We have around 35 staff 
members covering these activities 
across Fife, operating from our offices 
in Glenrothes, Cupar and Kirkcaldy. We 
provide a broad range of support to 
Third Sector organisations and have 
expertise in a wide range of skills and 
topics. Including governance, funding, 
legislation, policy, volunteering, 
managing people, planning and 
problem solving. 

My current project is to recruit board 
members for Third Sector organisations 
in Fife. 

There are over 2,000 Third Sector 
organisations, community groups, 
voluntary organisations, charities and 
social enterprises across Fife, half of 
whom are looking for new board 
members. 

Your skills and lived experience would 
add significant value to the organisation 
and most importantly you would bring 
along your common sense. Meetings 
are usually held every other month and 
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meetings last for around two hours, so 
a huge time commitment is not 
required. In return, you would add new 
contacts to your network and make a 
real contribution to your local 
community. Our volunteering team 
would match where you live and your 
interests with a local organisation. 

If you are interested, please get in 
touch by with me by telephone, email 
or FaceTime. My mobile is 07768 038 
202 and my email address 
is george@fva.org. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

George Cuthill  

STEELEND CLUB 
Forthcoming events for your diary: 
Friday 29 April: Our monthly games 
night, darts, dominoes and 
pool. 8.00pm. £1 per game. 
Saturday 14 May: Mason Ross vocalist, 
entertaining from 9.00pm. Entry £7; 
this includes hot basket supper. 
Sunday 5 June:  Family BBQ to celebrate 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 1.00pm-
4.00pm, with a bouncy castle. 
Saturday 30 July: Gala Dance with Ann 
Marie, a very popular entertainer. 
Look out for further details. 

STEELEND GALA COMMITTEE 
Thursday 14 April:  Children’s Easter 
Disco,  6.30pm until 8.00pm. £1 entry. 
Prize for best decorated egg. Names for 
the Gala party will be drawn at the 
disco. There will be a raffle and any 
prizes or donations would be gratefully 
received. 

Gala Week from Monday 25 July 
Monday – Children’s entertainer 
Wednesday – Family Quiz Night 
Thursday – Children’s Disco 
Saturday 30 July, 11.30am, Gala/Fun 
Day 

Forms are available in the club for 
anyone who would like to be chosen to 
be part of the Gala party. 
Gala Queen age 9-15 years 
Gala Princess age 4-8 years 
Page Boy age 4-8 years 

The Gala Committee are holding an 
open meeting on Thursday 22 April at 
8.00pm in Steelend Club. 

If you would like to be involved either 
by joining the Committee or by 
volunteering to help on Gala Day, 
please come along. Without more 
support the Gala will be unable to 
continue after this year. 

SALINE PRIMARY SCHOOL: TERM 3 
Term 3 has been a very challenging 
term for the school as there have been 
high cases of Covid-19 and related 
absences. Hopefully we have seen the 
worst of it and can move on to a 
brighter Term 4! 

All the new children in the nursery have 
settled in well and are enjoying their 
outdoor learning sessions at the 
orchard. 

P1 have been learning about the Easter 
story, creating Easter art work and have 
been working really hard on their 
phonics. They confidently shared their 
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learning at an assembly in front of the 
whole school! They have also been 
working on building sentences in their 
writing. Their creativity has enabled 
them to make cool structures with 
wood, designing, sawing and nailing 
them together. 

P1/2 have learning about the Romans 
and their impact on Scotland. They have 
been writing imaginative stories and 
using lots of strategies to improve their 
reading and writing. P1/2 have also 
been developing their understanding on 
time and dividing things equally. 

P3/4 and P4/5 have been learning all 
about the human body and learning 
about your important organs. They 
shared many fascinating facts with the 
rest of the school at assembly and we 
had to guess where certain parts were 
in the body and place them on diagrams 
they had made. They also have been 
working on fractions, addition 
strategies and dividing things equally. 
P4/5 have been working on using a 
compass which isn’t as easy as it seems! 

P5/6 have been making the links 
between fractions and division and 
have been avid news reporters linked to 
their Interdisciplinary learning on the 
Titanic. They have used all the 
knowledge and facts they have learned 
about the Titanic to create some 
impressive newspaper front pages. 

Finally, P6/7 have been creating posters 
and making logos for the Saline 
Environmental Group whilst also 

refreshing our understanding about the 
Global Development Goals. In maths, 
we have been adding and subtracting 
fractions and our interdisciplinary 
learning on the subject of Disney has 
supported our understanding on gender 
bias. We have been creating our own 
characters based on stereotypes and 
analysed storylines and songs.  

The whole school has benefitted from 
our enterprise idea of ‘Warm Choc 
Friday’, we have had visitors from 
Dunfermline Athletic to deliver football 
training and had SFA coaching from 
Tom at lunchtimes on a Thursday. 
Kinneddar House were the winning 
house for this term and voted on a 
party for their treat. 

Next term is shaping up to be a busy 
one with the P7s preparing for their 
move to High School, school trips might 
be back on the horizon, a show needs 
to be prepared for, the nursery children 
coming to school will be involved in 
more activities, we have a health week 
to organise which will involve our sports 
day and the Race For Life! 

Enjoy your Easter break, from all the 
pupils and staff at Saline PS. 

Orla and Eilidh (P6/7) 

116th FIFE SCOUT GROUP 
The Beaver Colony is very near full 
capacity with only a couple of places 
left for the summer term. Since our last 
report the Beavers celebrated the 
Chinese New Year with dragon games 
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and other activities. They also 
completed the Money Skills, 
Experiment and Cook Activity Badges. 
The Cook Badge involved making 
pancakes and trying different toppings. 
The Experiment Badge involved mixing 
colours and seeing results and activities 
and games to explore the use of 
magnets. The Beavers made cards and 
gifts to celebrate Mums. Events 
planned for the future are a Bug Hunt, 
Air Activities, Gardening and Craft 
Work. They will also be taking part in 
Jamboree on the Trail, as well as 
celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee and 
Dads. Also, not forgetting the all-
important Summer Outing. This term 
will end with an Easter Egg Hunt. 

The Cub Pack completed the 
Astronomer Badge this term and have 
started work on the Gardener Badge. 
They also had an evening at Fordell on 
the Climbing Wall, a fitness session led 
by George Orr and a night hike at the 
Kelpies where the new Cubs were 
invested. The joint fishing trip with the 
Scouts which was postponed due to bad 
weather has now been rescheduled for 
late April. Events planned for the Cubs 
for the summer term are a Litter Pick, 
Photographer Badge, Jamboree on the 
Trail, celebrating the Queens Jubilee 
and continuing with the Gardener 
Badge when it is hoped there will some 
plants to take home. 

In the past term the Scout Troop carried 
out cycle safety and maintenance 
culminating with a trip to the Fife Cycle 
Park; they also completed the Fire 

Safety and Emergency Aid Activity 
Badges. In preparation for the Gibb 
Bugle Camping Competition, they been 
practicing putting up patrol and dining 
shelter tents. Future events will include 
a Bivouac Night, the rescheduled fishing 
trip with the Cubs, an evening hike, 
Wacca Wacca Bird Challenge Night, 
Eiger Challenge, Target Shooting, use of 
stoves and, last but not least, The Gibb 
Bugle. 

All meetings will resume 21/22 April at 
usual times after the Easter Holiday.  
All Sections – Beaver, Cub, Scout and 
Explorer – are open to new members. 
For more details please contact Peter 
Philp (GSL) or any of the Section 
Leaders. 

All Sections meet in Carnock 
Community Centre: 
Beavers 5¾ to 8 years on Fridays 6 to 
7.30pm 
Cubs 8 to 10½ years on Thursdays 6.30 
to 8pm 
Scouts 10½ to 14 years on Thursday 
7.30 to 9pm 
Explorers 14 to 18 years on Thursday 
7.30 to 9pm 

For more information contact any of 
the Leaders on the appropriate meeting 
night. 

Peter Philp, Group Scout Leader 
01383 852612 
p.philp329@btinternet.com 
116th Fife Scout Group 
Registered Charity Number SC031132 
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SHIELDBANK COFFEE SHOP   
The Coffee Shop has been welcoming 
more and more people every week and 
it’s so lovely to see everybody. Don’t 
forget that we offer 10% discount to 
anyone walking or cycling…I guess roller 
skates, or a scooter will count too – it’s 
our green incentive for the planet! 

We’ve been hosting birthday parties 
and not all for children. Children’s 
parties last for two hours and include 
30 mins of riding. We can even make 
the cake for you! Enquiry packs can be 
sent by email, or you can ask for one 
when you visit us. Adults seem to prefer 
the more relaxing get-together in the 
coffee shop, with a few people 
venturing out to meet the horses. In the 
warmer weather our terrace will be 
open again. You can watch the riders in 
the riding school being put through 
their paces or just simply relax and 
admire the view of the Ochil Hills. 

We cater for gluten-free, dairy-
intolerant and vegan diets.   

We look forward to seeing you. If you 
want to book a table, you can reach us 
01383 852621, message us on Facebook 
or email us at 
team@shieldbankcoffeeshop.com.  We 
are open Tuesday 12pm until 6pm and 
Wednesday to Sunday 10.00am until 
6.00pm. 

SHIELDBANK RIDING & VAULTING 
CLUB 
Shieldbank is widely known and 
respected for introducing people to 

ponies/horses and riding, as well as 
helping people of all ages and stages to 
improve their riding and vaulting 
skills.  We have a pool of horses and 
ponies ranging from 12 hh to 18.2 hh, 
all of whom enjoy living just one mile 
north of Saline and have the most 
incredible characters.   

Apart from weekly riding lessons, we 
offer our ever popular “Pony Days” in 
the Spring and Summer holidays, where 
young people spend the day learning to 
ride and look after their favourite 
ponies.  

On Saturday afternoons we teach 
equestrian vaulting on Freckles, our 
current vaulting horse. Shieldbank 
vaulters train in our new arena with its 
sand and fibre surface, perfect for soft 
landings! This is a sport for young 
people from age five years upwards.  

Should you simply wish to come up and 
have a peek at the horses/ponies in 
their stables (maybe combining it with a 
visit to the Coffee Shop) we will 
introduce you to some of Saline’s 
cheekiest equine residents. 

Currently we have openings for 
volunteers (16 yrs plus) to assist with 
the care of the horses.  

For more information about riding, 
vaulting or volunteering, please call 
Marianne on 01383 852874.  
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POSSIBLE NEW HOUSING ON WEST 
ROAD 
Many people living in Saline will have 
received a copy of the leaflet about the 
consultation event held at the end of 
March for a possible housing 
development on West Road and some 
will have seen the online exhibition and 
participated in the group chat. The 
promoters will in due course provide a 
summary of questions and answers but 
in the meantime we are providing an 
introduction to the proposals. 

For those who are new to the village, 
this is not the first attempt to obtain 
permission for new housing along the 
West Road. A previous attempt some 
years ago by Gladman Developments 
for several hundred new homes did not 
get beyond the Pre-Application Notice 
(PAN) stage. This latest initiative by 
Shieldrum Limited at least recognises 
the need for affordable housing for 
older people and those with disabilities, 
and shows 39 bungalows and two-
storey houses on a small site in the field 
just beyond Saline bus turning circle 
and car park. These are the homes 
within the consultation area. However, 
the drawings on display show a 
substantial number of houses for 
private sale on the land to the south 
extending to the far end of Craighouse 
Place, the construction of which would 
cross subsidise the construction of the 
affordable housing. It is assumed that 
these affordable homes will be 
transferred to Fife Council. The 
drawings also show an area 
immediately next to the car park left 

undeveloped which might reflect our 
interest in having a new way up to the 
school and a reconfiguration of the car 
park to create more spaces and a drop 
off point for pupils arriving by car. 

Shieldrum Limited appears to be an 
SPV, a Special Purpose Vehicle, 
established to take forward this specific 
initiative. The first step would be for 
them to submit a PAN to Fife Council 
planning team setting out the issues 
requiring consideration including the 
views of local people. Dependent on 
the feedback provided by FC they would 
then submit a planning application. 
Shieldrum won’t necessarily be involved 
in constructing the new homes and 
would most likely sell the site on to 
another developer/housebuilder. A 
major concern, based on previous 
experience, would be that obligations 
and undertakings agreed with 
Shieldrum have to be legally binding on 
whoever buys the site. 

Apart from visual intrusion, particularly 
for those across West Road and along 
Craighouse Place, a major concern is 
the impact on infrastructure, and the 
inadequacy of services and 
amenities. As a community, we will 
want these concerns addressed before 
a contractor is allowed to start on site. 

At the time of writing, the proposals 
can be viewed on their website at 
orbitconsultations.scot/saline. There is 
also a form for providing feedback. 


