
1 
 
 

 

 
 

SALINE & STEELEND COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

It is disappointing to be writing this at a time 
when we are facing a new threat from the 
Omicron strain of the Covid virus. Over the last six 
months we have enjoyed some easing of 
restrictions but we are once again facing the 
prospect of celebrating the festive period apart 
from our families and friends. Nevertheless, I 
would like to express very best wishes for 
Christmas from Saline and Steelend Community 
Council to you all and for a less-restricted and 
prosperous New Year. 

Lockdown brought out the very best in local 
people and I hope this thoughtfulness and 
generosity of spirit will continue into 2022 and 
beyond.  Attendance at Community Council 
meetings has been picking up and gratifyingly 
new faces are coming forward to help make 
Saline and Steelend an even better place to 
live.  Elsewhere in this Bulletin you will read about 
some of the initiatives that are in train, and I hope 
some of you will help to make them happen. 

David Chisholm, Chair, SSCC 

Traffic and Road Safety 
Speeding traffic and inconsiderate and sometimes 
dangerous driving on roads through and around 
our village have been a major topic of discussion 
at recent Community Council meetings.  People’s 
anger has been compounded by frustration at the 
failure of the police and council to enforce what 
measures we do have. Comparisons are made 
with other villages in Fife where more has been 
done to improve road safety. However, with the 
support of our local councillors, a meeting has 
now been arranged with Fife Council 
Transportation to review the problems and 
discuss additional measures that might be 
taken. Most importantly, they need to explain 
how they assess road safety risks and decide what 
measures might be taken. The impression is that 

 

 

 

they rely too much on data and show a reluctance 
to introduce measures that might inconvenience 
drivers. 

Saline Smilers 
With funding from Early Years Scotland, and 
support from Saline and Steelend Community 
Development Trust, Saline Smilers, the village’s 
baby and toddlers’ group, is now firmly re-
established after its enforced break. The group 
meets every Tuesday in Saline Community Centre 
between 9.30am and 11.30am. The cost is £2.50 
and includes a snack. Santa will be dropping into 
the Toddlers’ Christmas Party on 21 
December. Follow us on Facebook at Saline 
Toddler Group. 

Outdoor Classroom Growing Space Project  
The vacant site on Saline Main Street opposite the 
shop has been a source of frustration for many 
years. A number of different uses have been 
considered but finally Fife Council have decided 
that it can be transferred to the community under 
asset transfer legislation and used by Saline 
Primary School as an outdoor classroom and 
growing space. The first stage of the process has 
been completed and it is hoped that the terms of 
the transfer can be agreed early in the new year. 
Saline and Steelend Community Development 
Trust will hold the land on behalf of the 
community and the school, and have a major role 
in obtaining funding for the project. After 
Christmas, pupils at the school will be developing 
ideas for how the site might be used. The 
Community Council has made a small donation 
towards the cost of materials to make models and 
drawings of their ideas which will then be put on 
public display. It is important that the 
development benefits the wider community as 
well as the school. A project group is being 
established; if you would like to be involved, 
please email sscdtmembers@btinternet.com or 
post on the village website 
salinecc@outlook.com. 
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Steelend Shop 
The shop near the bus turning circle was once a 
valuable asset providing essentials to people 
living in Steelend and to passing traffic. Since the 
owners stopped trading quite some years ago the 
building has become derelict. The site has 
recently been sold at auction. We have no 
information about the purchasers, or their 
intentions, but we have to hope that it might be 
rebuilt using the full extent of the site and once 
again serve the needs of local people. Several 
people have speculated about someone building a 
house but the site is far too small. 

Community Pharmacy 
We have learned that a decision about the 
community pharmacy will be made at the next 
NHS Fife board meeting. In the meantime, Lisa 
Duncan is continuing negotiations with Fife 
Council Estates Team about the lease 
conditions. Having a pharmacy in the Community 
Centre could act as a catalyst for its transfer to 
community ownership and the introduction of 
other uses and activities of value to local people. 

Steelend Football Ground  
The planning application for permission to adapt 
the derelict changing rooms into a single dwelling 
has caught some people’s attention and created 
debate on Facebook. The Community Council 
does not generally involve itself in applications for 
individual dwellings or adaptations unless there is 
some wider issue affecting the community. In this 
case, there had been discussions some years ago 
with the landowner and a local housing 
association about affordable housing on the 
site. A development study showed that by 
utilising adjacent land in the same ownership 
there could be as many as 40/50 new homes and 
possibly sheltered housing on the site. 
Unfortunately agreement couldn’t be reached 
about a price for the land. Also, a request to have 
the land designated for housing in the Local Plan 
was rejected but a new plan is being developed 
and a fresh attempt could be made to get it 
included. 

Community Cinema  
Some people will be aware of the highly 
successful community cinema project in Kelty 
which provides regular screenings in Kelty 

Club. Their pre-Christmas family showing of The 
Polar Express (come in your onesies or pyjamas!) 
is a sell out.  An arrangement for them to show 
films in Saline and Steelend was explored several 
years ago but neither Steelend Club nor the Golf 
Club felt confident about hosting it. Now, under a 
pilot project funded by Regional Cinema Scotland, 
and supported by Saline and Steelend Community 
Development Trust, Saline Golf Club is having a 
family showing of Elf at 6.00pm on Tuesday 14 
December. If it is successful, the pilot project will 
continue in the New Year. We will need to 
establish a steering group so if you are 
enthusiastic about film and would like to see 
regular, themed screenings at the Golf Club, email 
sscdtmembers@btinternet.com or leave your 
details on the Saline Golf Club Facebook page.   

Fireworks 
The recent firework display at the Golf Club was 
judged by many of those attending to have been 
the best yet – eight minutes of continuous breath-
taking action and colour. As importantly, it drew 
more people than in previous years, many of 
them young families with children. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make it a success. We are 
indebted to our sponsors, Knockhill Circuit, 
Bandrum Residential Home, Kingdom Housing 
Association and Fife Council, and to everyone who 
bought raffle tickets. 

Comrie Colliery Site 
Those who attended the October Community 
Council meeting were interested to learn of an 
ambitious initiative for a major, mixed-use 
development on the site of the former Comrie 
Colliery. The masterplan that has been prepared 
shows leisure and tourism uses, green energy 
projects, retail and business units and a large 
number of new homes. A planning application has 
not yet been submitted but Fife Council has been 
asked to provide initial comments. 

Parking and Drop Off Problems around the 
School  
Every so often, the congestion on Oakley Road at 
school drop off and pick up times erupts into 
heated exchanges on Facebook, the most recent 
attracting more than 70 posts. The reality is that 
no amount of coercion, persuasion or prosecution 
is going to solve the problem. The school entrance 
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doing exceptionally well, but Cub and 
Scout Sections have not been doing so 
well. At present we have no Explorer 
Scouts. 

All three Sections of the Group were 
represented at the Act of 
Remembrance at the War Memorial at 
Saline Church where a wreath was laid 
on behalf of the Scout Group. 

The Scout Post was reinstated this year; 
the last date for posting is Tuesday 7 
December at 7.00pm. It is intended to 
commence deliveries from Saturday 11 
December. 

The last meetings for this term will be 
on Thu/Fri 16/17 December. Meetings 
will resume on Thu/Fri 6/7 January 
2022, all at the usual times. 

All Sections, Beaver, Cub, Scout and 
Explorer are open to new members. For 
more details please contact Peter Philp 
(GSL) or any of the Section Leaders. 

All Sections meet in Carnock 
Community Centre. 

Beavers: 5¾ to 8 years on Fridays 6 to 7.30pm 
Cubs: 8 to 10½ years on Thursdays 6.30 to 8.00pm 
Scouts: 10½ to 14 years on Thursday 7.30 to 
9.00pm 
Explorers: 14 to 18 years on Thursday 7.30 to 
9.00pm 

For more information contact any of 
the Leaders on the appropriate 
meeting night. 

Peter Philp, Group Scout Leader 
01383 852612   p.philp329@btinternet.com 
116th Fife Scout Group 
Registered Charity Number SC031132 

 

BBeettttyy  aanndd  GGrraahhaamm  TThhoommssoonn  

sseenndd  aallll  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  nneeiigghhbboouurrss  

BBeesstt  WWiisshheess  ffoorr  CChhrriissttmmaass  aanndd  22002222  
 

 
Best Wishes for  

Christmas and New Year 

To all our friends & neighbours 

From Jocelyn & Stewart Miller 

 

AAllll  tthhoossee  iinnvvoollvveedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  
ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  BBuulllleettiinn  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  
wwiisshh  aallll  oouurr  rreeaaddeerrss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess  aa  
hhaappppyy  ffeessttiivvee  sseeaassoonn  aanndd  aallll  bbeesstt  wwiisshheess  ffoorr  

22002222..  
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concerns raised at Community Council 
meetings 

LOCAL COUNSELLING  

A new private counselling practice has 
been set up by local resident Debbie 
Ness. She specialises in addictions and 
grief but can offer support to anyone 
seeking it. She is also setting up a 
Miscarriage Support Group for Fife 
residents; having noticed a distinct lack 
of help available in the area, she 
wanted to do what she could to help. 
She will oversee the group, helping 
people to come together and talk about 
their feelings, which can feel essential 
during such dark and painful times. 
Contact her on 07742 739356, at 
debbie@nesscounselling.co.uk or at 
@nesscounselling on Facebook for 
further information. 

116th FIFE SCOUT GROUP 

This term, the Beaver Colony has been 
working on the Disability Awareness 
and Faith Activity Badges. The Beavers 
have also tried their hand at leak 
identification and printing. At the end 
of October, they held a fancy dress 
Halloween Party, enjoying the usual 
party games and snacks. For Bonfire 
Night  they had a small camp fire 
outdoors and a singsong followed by 
toasted marshmallows. The Beavers 
have now embarked on Christmas 
crafts, to be completed in time for 
Christmas. 

The Cub Pack has continued to work on 
Home Help, Collectors and Hobbies 

Activity Badges. The Cubs have also 
started work on the International and 
Local Knowledge Activity. They have 
also been trying their hand at problem 
solving as part of a Team Work 
Challenge. 

The Scout Troop has been working 
towards their Creative Challenge and 
Craft Activity awards. For model 
making, the Scouts have been 
constructing and painting figures for the 
War Hammer game. At the beginning of 
October, the Scouts held their first 
outdoor camp at Fordell since lockdown 
was eased. They completed activities 
such as cooking on open fire, 
pioneering etc. Despite the inclement 
weather, all had a good time. Three 
Scouts and a Leader attended the 
District-led Brass Monkey camp at 
Nineacres over the weekend 27/28 
November. Despite the cold and an 
overnight snow fall, they learnt new 
skills, made new friends and above all 
enjoyed themselves. 

At the end of September, the Group 
held its AGM via Zoom. The Group 
Executive were unanimously re-elected 
to serve for the forthcoming year with 
the exception of a Chair Person, the 
previous incumbent having resigned 
prior to the meeting. Unfortunately we 
were unable to elect a replacement as 
there were no nominations. This 
position therefore remains vacant. It 
was agreed that the membership fee 
would not be increased for the 
forthcoming year. It was reported that 
the numbers in the Beaver Colony were 
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is in the wrong place!  Seven or eight years ago, a 
solution was suggested by a local resident, but it 
is ambitious and costly.  It is based on acquiring 
the field behind the school owned by the Weir 
family who are keen to sell it and the adjacent 
land along West Road for housing development. 
Indicative housing layouts prepared by different 
prospective developers show this land adjacent to 
the bus turning circle and car park reserved for 
‘community use’. Our plan would be to 
reconfigure the bus turning circle to create a new 
drop off point and extend the car park 
substantially. A new, wide, curving, gently graded 
path would lead up to the existing back gate of 
the school. The entrances on Oakley Road would 
be for those children arriving on foot.   

SALINE & BLAIRINGONE PARISH CHURCH  

Thank you for the continued opportunity to 
contribute to the community bulletin. It is much 
appreciated. 

During this time of COVID, the church has been 
reflecting on our mission and we are aware of the 
importance of being within the community and 
playing our full part in the community and we will 
endeavour to do so. 

As we approach the festive season, it is an 
important time in the year for the church as we 
prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The place 
and importance of Jesus in our lives seems even 
more important that ever as we continue to cope 
with the implications of COVID on all our lives. 

As a church, we do wish to play our full part in the 
community and offer a warm welcome to anyone 
who wishes to join us at anytime throughout the 
year. Our Sunday service is now in the hall at 
9.30am and is also available on the internet. If 
you wish a DVD copy of any service please be in 
touch with us and it can be delivered to your 
home. 

Christmas for many is a time of celebration and 
we extend an invitation to join us at one of the 
many services and events being held in Saline and 
West of Fife, a list of which appears below. 

• Sunday 5 December: Candles and Carols 
Service in Tulliallan and Kincardine Church at 
6.30pm. 

• Sunday 12 December: Carol Service with 
Dunfermline Brass Band in Culross Abbey at 
3.00pm. 

• Wednesday 15 December: Carol singing at 
Saline Golf Club at 6.00pm. 

• Friday 24 December: Family Christmas Eve 
Service in Saline Church Hall at 6.30pm. 

• Saturday 25 December: Christmas Day 
Service in the church hall at 10.00am. 

If you wish any further information or want to 
speak to us please contact the Minister, Alec 
Shuttleworth on 078905 56003 or Ann Easton, 
Session Clerk on 01383 852885. 

SALINE ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
 
The Saline Environment Group is open to anyone. 
 
Our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/SalineEnvironment    
provides information on activities and 
developments, and welcomes comments and 
ideas about making our community a 
greener, cleaner and more sustainable place to 
live. The Group is planning activities, events and 
talks for 2022, including climate change, tree 
planting, wildlife and wild flowers, making bird 
boxes, energy efficiency and recycling. 
 
Events in October and November were attended 
by about 30 people. Climate Action, a 
presentation from Donald McPhilimy about 
Greener Melrose, a coordinating group for a wide 
range of environmental improvement activities in 
Borders villages, gave us some food for thought 
and The Night Sky for Beginners was an 
illuminating talk from amateur enthusiast Isobel 
Gibson about the moon, stars, planets and what 
to look out for in the night skies in winter. 
 
Events for your calendar in 2022: 
• Friday January 21, 6.30pm, Saline Church 

Hall: Nature on your Doorstep: wildlife-
friendly gardening. 

• February (details to be confirmed): Beavers 
in Scotland – Return of the Native. 
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• March (details to be confirmed): Climate 
Change. 

 
Details of these and future events and activities 
will be posted around the village and on the 
Facebook page. 
 
SALINE & DISTRICT HERITAGE SOCIETY  

Our Speaker Event programme will resume on 
Wednesday 19 January at 7.00pm in the Church 
Hall. We look forward to welcoming you back!  

Over the past few months we’ve kept busy 
researching the Old Kirkyard on Bridge Street and 
would welcome any genealogical information, 
stories or photos from local families. We also 
have a new book forthcoming on WWI 
Servicemen from Blairingone. 

See you in the New Year!  

salinedistrictheritage@gmail.com  
salinedistrictheritagesociety.wordpress.com  
https://twitter.com/salineheritage  

STEELEND CLUB 

Unfortunately, due to the lack of support, the 
opening times of the club have been changed and 
the new hours are as follows: 

• Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday: Closed  
• Thursday: 8.00pm until 12.00 Midnight  
• Friday: Closed  apart from the last Friday of 

the month when there will be a Games 
Night (pool, dominoes and darts).  
The Club can be opened any other Friday if 
requested.  

• Saturday: 3.00pm until 12.00 Midnight 
• Sunday: 3.00pm until 12.00 Midnight  

The next planned event is Friday 31 December 
when Gill Knight, a popular vocalist, will be 
entertaining us into the New Year. Tickets will be 
going on sale shortly; look out for notices. 

The committee are aware that some of the 
members are still anxious about socialising but 
the club has measures in place for your protection 

in accordance with the Scottish Government 
guidelines.  

New members and non-members are 
welcome. Membership is only £5 per year (due in 
February 2022). 

USE IT OR LOSE IT! 

The club is hoping to hold their annual Burns 
Supper on Saturday 22 January 2022. Watch out 
for further details. 

 

EGGS O’LYNN 

We would like to wish everyone a 
happy and healthy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 

Our hens and ducks are having to be in 
lockdown just now to protect them 
from avian flu. We give them any spare 
veg and fruit we have to keep their diet 
varied and also to entertain them. If 
you have any spare or waste fruit and 
veg and can hand it in we would be very 
grateful. Any old plastic cat/dog toys 
lying around would be good to keep 
them occupied as well.  

The Editor reserves the right to 
refuse, edit or factually correct 
all items submitted for 
publication. All views expressed 
in this Bulletin are purely those 
of the author of the item 
concerned and are not 
necessarily those of the Editor or 
of the Communications Group as 
a whole. 
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Our honesty shed is open as always and 
we intend to do Christmas veg again 
this year – potatoes, dirty carrots, 
brussel sprouts on the stalk, parsnips, 
swedes, beetroot and leeks, all grown 
locally at Lochend Farm, Scotlandwell.   

Have a look in the shed for homebaking 
by Lynn at Duck Door Bakery and some 
different jams by Joyce Petrie. And we 
all like some luxury ice cream with our 
Christmas pudding - Nelsons of Culross - 
is in the freezer.  And don’t forget to 
buy a wee treat for the dog in your life - 
natural treats by Abkozi of 
Dunfermline.   

Come and have a nosey. 

Stay safe and have a lovely Christmas. 

FORESTRY CONSULTATION 

Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) is the 
biggest single provider of outdoor 
recreation in Scotland and it is generally 
aiming to increase accessibility and 
welcome a broader spectrum of local, 
national and international visitors. 
Consequently, FLS is consulting on a 
draft visitor strategy that will shape its 
visitor and tourism offerings. 

Muirside is a valuable resource for a 
community with otherwise poor 
availability of outdoor recreation that 
can be enjoyed by all. However, the 
construction of the path to Oakley 
connects to the wider West Fife forest 
assets and to the West Fife network. 
This creates opportunities for greater 
visitor levels and facilitates access 

to/from other West Fife Villages 
including services in Oakley.  

Given the benefits to our community 
from improved access to and through 
Muirside, it is important that people in 
our community use the consultation to 
ensure that FLS is aware of the needs 
for and benefits from action and the 
willingness of the community to help 
raise capital costs but also the need for 
FLS to invest in the site. 

The consultation can be obtained from 
the FLS website 
forestryandland.gov.scot/visit. 

SOUTH EAST SCOTLAND DRAFT 
REGIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY 
(RTS) 

The SEStran Partnership Board has 
approved a statutory consultation of 
the draft RTS. This sets out the priorities 
for transportation in the Edinburgh City 
Region. 

The partnership is carrying out the 
consultation through a virtual exhibition 
that can be accessed via the SEStran 
website (click on Projects, then on 
Virtual Online Exhibition). The draft 
plan and other documents can be 
accessed here too. SEStran can be 
contacted at sestran.gov.uk. 

It is unlikely that there will be any major 
infrastructure in our area but the 
consultation gives an opportunity to 
comment on related matters such as 
public transport and cycling. It might 
also be possible to slip in road safety 


